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Subject:  Scenic Resource Evaluation and Visual Impact Assessment for Bikeway 99 Phase 5 

 

The City of Chico (City), in cooperation with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 

proposes to construct a Class I bikeway street overcrossing above 20th Street, while establishing a bikeway 

gap closure along the east side of SR 99 corridor. The Project is located in Township 22 North, Range 1 

East in the City of Chico, within Butte County, California (Figure 1. Project Vicinity, Figure 2. Project 

Location). The completed Bikeway 99 Corridor will serve as a continuous alternative transportation and 

recreational route from Eaton Road to Skyway, spanning nearly 7 miles. The current lack of a safe and 

direct pedestrian/bike path discourages residents from walking or biking to local schools, job centers, 

commercial areas, and public services. This Project will connect people to goods and services including 

the Chico Mall. The bikeway overcrossing would provide a link to both sides of 20th Street and Business 

Lane, offering access to local restaurants and businesses (Figure 3. Project Features). The bikeway would 

enhance the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists by creating a route that is separate from traffic congestion 

on 20th Street. Additional safety features of the path include lighting, security cameras and the removal of 

thick vegetation in order to increase visibility on the bikeway. The design of the bridge is intended to 

incorporate the history, culture and overall atmosphere of Chico. 

A Caltrans Questionnaire to Determine Visual Impact Assessment Level has been completed with a score 

of 11 (Attachment A. Questionnaire to Determine Visual Impact Assessment Level). Background 

investigations and scenic resource searches, through Caltrans’ California Scenic Highway Mapping System, 

have indicated that no scenic resources occur within or near the Project area. A review of the Project site 

and Project design indicate that the Project would not result in a substantial adverse impact to the visual 

environment or a designated visual resource. 
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The Project location is commercially developed, and the bikeway will be parallel to the SR 99 on and off 

ramps. The overcrossing will alter the current visual conditions; however, the overall character of the area 

will not be changed. The bridge will contain architectural elements unique to the history and culture of 

Chico. The truss on the bridge will resemble the “Tree City” concept, found in the 20th Street 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Overcrossing Feasibility Study/Project Study Report Equivalent for SR-99 Corridor 

Bikeway Facility Phase 5 (Bikeway 99); this design was highly favored by the public (Attachment B. Bridge 

Graphic Design Model). The bridge will be approximately 20 feet at its highest point with the architectural 

elements extending up to an additional 25 feet. The overcrossing, stair and ramp structures will be placed 

within Caltrans right-of-way.  

Additional aesthetic features that are anticipated to be incorporated into the bikeway include decorative 

luminaires, up-lighting, path signage, monuments, emblems and stained and textured concrete. These are 

considered wayfinding elements that provide trail users with navigation assistance and encourages 

awareness and use of the bikeway facility. A council approved wayfinding package has been implemented 

on the existing SR 99 Corridor Bikeway Facility and will be incorporated into Phase 5. Decorative 

luminaires will be placed periodically along the trail to enhance safety during dusk, evening, and dawn hours 

(see Attachment C. Representative Photographs, photograph 3 for an example). The up-lighting is 

anticipated to be placed on the overcrossing structure to improve visibility of the overcrossing at night and 

to enhance the features of the structure and provide area lighting for security. See Attachment B. Bridge 

Graphic Design Model for anticipated locations of lighting features. The “Bikeway 99” logo is displayed 

along the previously constructed phases of the bikeway in signage, monuments, and embedded emblems in 

the path (Attachment C, photographs 1 and 2). Aesthetic features, including up-lighting on the overcrossing 

and path signage near the stair and ramp structures will be within Caltrans right-of-way. These elements are 

being designed and placed to be visible to trail users.   

During the development phase of the Project three community outreach workshops were held to gather 

public feedback. Over 70 individuals attended the meetings, provided feedback and demonstrated their 

support for the Project. Three distinct architectural designs were considered for the 20th Street overcrossing; 

the final “Tree City” architectural element was favored by the majority of the community members. 

Additionally, one-on-one meetings were held with 18 business representatives whose business are in the 

Project vicinity. The meetings focused on the business representative’s major concerns; these concerns will 

be considered during the final design of the Project. Overall, the Project was highly favored by the 

community and will contribute to the liveliness and diversity of the City.  

 

This review indicates that the Project would not adversely affect any designated scenic resource and will 

not substantially change the current visual environment.
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FIGURE 1
Project Vicinity
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Attachment A: Questionnaire to Determine Visual Impact Assessment Level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Attachment B. Bridge Graphic Design Model 

 

 

 

 

Up-lighting fixtures will 

be located on the bridge 

Decorative luminaires  



Attachment C: Representative Photographs 
 

 

 

 

Photograph 1: An artistic piece on the existing Bikeway 99. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 2: Path signage on the existing Bikeway 99. Path signs are anticipated to be placed next to the 
paved bikeway on either side of the overcrossing. 

 

 

 

 



 

Photograph 3: Representative of the existing decorative luminaries along Bikeway 99. 

 

 


