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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

MINUTES OF THE 
December 13, 2021 MEETING  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

 
    1.1 Call to Order  
 
          Meeting called to order by Chair Glatz at 6:00 pm.  
 
    1.2 Roll Call  
 
         Commissioners Present:   
 Jeff Glatz 

Jesse Alexander 
 Nancy Wolfe 
 Megan Thomas-Petty 
 Anjanette Shadley 
 Larry Willis 
  
         Commissioners Absent:  
 None 
 
         Staff Present:   

Erik Gustafson (Public Works Director O&M) 
Linda Herman (Park and Natural Resource Manager)  
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  
 
    All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion.  
 
     2.1  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  

 
    Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 10/25/21  
 

 2.2 PERMIT FOR FROST OR FOG 5K, 1/4 MARATHON AND 10 MILE RACE IN MIDDLE AND 
UPPER PARK ON 1/22/2022. 

 
 Under the Sun Events requests a permit to host the Frost or Fog race on Saturday, January 22, 

2022 that starts and ends at the Five Mile Recreation Area and extends into Middle and Upper 
Park.  This is the 10th year for this event. 

 
 Action: Conditional approval of the permit 

 
 Chair Glatz requested that Consent Item 2.2 be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Thomas-Petty and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to 
approve the 10/25/21 Meeting Minutes.  
 

     The motion carried as follows:  
 
AYES: Commissioner Alexander, Commissioner Shadley, Commissioner Willis, Commissioner 
Wolfe, and Vice-Chair Thomas Petty, Chair Glatz 

 
NOES: None 

 
ABSENT: None 
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ABSTAIN: None 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT  
 

2.2 PERMIT FOR FROST OR FOG 5K, 1/4 MARATHON AND 10 MILE RACE IN MIDDLE AND 
UPPER PARK ON 1/22/2022. 

 
 Under the Sun Events requested a permit to host the Frost or Fog race on Saturday, January 22, 

2022 that starts and ends at the Five Mile Recreation Area and extends into Middle and Upper 
Park.  This is the 10th year for this event. 

 
 Action: Conditional approval of the permit 

 
Chair Glatz pulled this item to compliment the Applicant for abiding by the noise restrictions at a 
previous event in Lower Bidwell Park and requested that the noise restrictions be added to the 
“Conditions” on this and future park permit applications.  Staff responded that Condition #1 on the 
permit staff report states that the applicant is “to adhere to all park rules”, which includes the noise 
restrictions. 

 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Shadley which was seconded by Commissioner Willis to 
approve the permit application for this race.  
 

     The motion carried as follows:  
 
AYES: Commissioner Alexander, Commissioner Shadley, Commissioner Willis, Commissioner 
Wolfe, and Vice-Chair Thomas Petty, Chair Glatz 

 
NOES: None 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
4.  PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 

 
5. REGULAR AGENDA  
 

5.1. UPDATE ON THE FINAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE UPPER BIDWELL 
PARK ROAD SEDIMENT REDUCTION PROJECT. 

 
Staff provided an update on the final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for the City’s Upper Bidwell Park Road Sediment 
Reduction Project (Project).  Staff also reported that the only comments received were from the 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife which were incorporated in the final MMRP.  

 
Recommendation:  None, this was an informational item only.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There were no comments from the public on this item. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.2 UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF SOLUTIONS FOR THE UNHOUSED IN CITY PARKS AND 
GREENWAYS 

 
At its 10/25/21 meeting, the BPPC approved Commissioner Thomas-Petty’s request to receive a 
current update on the unhoused population and situation in the City’s parks and waterways for 
discussion related to assessing and repairing damages to the parks, greenways, and waterways. 
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Director of Public Works – Operations & Maintenance Erik Gustafson provided a verbal update on 
this item. 

 
Recommendation:  None, this was an informational item only and there was no direction from the 
Commission on this item. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There were no comments from the public on this item. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.3 CONSIDERATION OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE ELECTRIC BICYCLE AD-HOC 
COMMITTEE.  

 
At its 10/25/21 meeting, the BPPC approved forming an Ad-Hoc Committee to establish a policy 
regarding the use of electric bicycles on trails and other areas in Bidwell Park.  The BPPC 
appointed Commissioners Thomas-Petty, McCreary, and Willis to serve on the Committee.  Staff 
requested additional information on the composition of the Ad-Hoc Committee regarding its size 
and desired targeted stakeholder groups. (Report – Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources 
Manager). 

 
Recommendation:  That the BPPC agreed to continue the Ad-Hoc Committee consisting of the two 
Commissioners Megan-Petty and Willis and to invite representatives from the following interest 
groups to be part of the Committee: 
  

• Bicycle Community, such as Chico Velo, bicycle shops etc. 
• Chico Equestrian Association 
• Running Clubs, such as Chico Running Club and Fleet Feet 
• Hikers/Walkers, such as Chico Hiking Association and senior groups. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There were no comments from the public on this item. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR – There was no Business from the Floor. 
 
7.  REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 

These items were provided for the Commission’s information only. Although the Commission 
discussed some of the items, no action regarding these items could be or was taken at this meeting.  

 
7.1 Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 
     
7.2.  Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT  

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:57 pm to the next regular BPPC meeting on January 31, 2022, at 6:00 
p.m. to be held in the Chico City Council Chamber Building, located at 421 Main Street in Chico, 
California.  
 
Date Approved: ___/___/___ 
 
Prepared by:  
 
 
________________________________________    _____________________ 
Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager   Date  
 
Distribution: BPPC  
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 2/28/22 

 
DATE: 2/19/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Legacy Stage – Shakespeare Performance  

 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
Erin Horst from Legacy Stage (applicant), requests to hold a Shakespearean performance in the Cedar Grove Meadow four 
evenings a week on Wednesday through Saturday, starting on June 1, 2022 to June 11, 2022.  The reservation request is 
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. each night, with the actual performances being held from 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 or 10: p.m.   The 
group is also requesting the used of the Cedar Grove on 5/28/22, 5/30/22 and 5/31/22 from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. for 
rehearsals. 
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 
Event Details  
 

Date of Application 09/29/21 
Date of Event Wednesday through Saturday between 6/01/22 and 6/11/22 (rehearsals on 5/28, 5/30 and 

5/31/22) 
Time of Reservation/ 
Event 

5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. total time./ 8:00 pm. to 9:30 pm for performances  

Event Name Legacy Stage Performance 
Applicant Name Erin Horst 
Location Cedar Grove Meadow  
Description Conduct a Shakespeare theatre performance at the Cedar Grove Meadow.  Acoustic music 

but no amplified sound will be use.  Will also use free-standing lighting (see attached 
picture). 

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  If no, # of years:      2 
Participant Fee? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  If, yes, fee amount:    $25.00 
# Participants 150 each performance plus cast members 

Amount of Fees to be 
paid 

$870.00 for the performances 
$270 for the rehearsals 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

      
Exceed 15 hours or is for multiple days.  Also requests Cedar Grove exterior gate to remain 
open until 10:30 p.m. 

Conditions: 
Staff recommends the following conditions: 

• Continued adherence to all park rules. 
• Allow the entrance/exit gate on 8th Street to be kept open until 10:30 pm instead of 9 p.m.   
• Applicant will honor requests for reasonable accommodation under the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act). 
• No items, props, stage setting, etc. may be left in the Park between performances. 
• Applicant will need to do a final inspection of the Cedar Grove Meadow at the conclusion of each performance 

(and the entire event) and remove signs and other items, as well as pick up any trash generated from the 
performances. 
 

Attachments:  Two Application and Permit for Park Use 
 
Distribution: Erin Horst  



eop e: 
City of Chico 
Application & Permit for Park Use 
Public Works Department - Park Division 

[lj ISO 
or h:ss 

□ 1S1 D Special Event 
or more 

This Reservation is not valid until approved by the Park Division 
!,....E-ri_n_H_o_r_s_t -----------
Nome or Ap1>licun1/Con1nc1 Per on 

!Legacy Stage (Legacy Theatre Group) 
Orguninti,>n amc (ifnpplicoblc) 

liiill=J 
Cunlnct Phone No. 

.-----------, 
Altcmotc Phone No. 

Shakespeare in the Park: theatre rehearsals 
Ocscription ol l!vcnt (Family llBQ, wnlk/nm) i\1.ltlitionol room al bo!tom o page 
1

n?r lfl:ido~l??D SJ f:; I 
From: ~ PM 
Time of Event on ly 

From: !5:30 PM 

I To:~:30 PM 

To: !10 PM 
(Total lime needed for sel-u 

No. or Pcnp'Jc 

Note: Park gates will not remain closed beyond normal opening time for any Event with less than 1,000 people, All races with less 
than 1,000 people at One Mlle must start before 8:30 am. Street closure(s) subject to a separate permit and approval. 
Use of SO or 100 amp requires a certified electrician (See Section 2). 

Area Requested: (Please check ifrequested) 

□Five Mile Picnic Area D East O West 
0 BBQ - Pick up key Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 

□ edar Grove Picnic Area [Z] Cedar Grove Meadow 
0 Eleclricity(l5 amp) 0 Waler 
0 Water (Public Evenls Only) 0 P.lcclricity (100 ump) 

0 mwricily (SO amp) 

□Bidwell Bowl Amphitheater 
0 Electricity ( 15 amn) 

D One Mile Picnic/Barbecue Area 
Sycamore Field not included. Contact CARD to reserve 
0 Oak Grove A O Oak Grove B 

§ Electricity ( 15 amp) 
Band Stand (15 amp) 
BBQ - Pick up key Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 4:10 pm 
Water i1 av11ilable, but no hose bib 

Note: Special conditions apply for nmpllfied sound and 100 amp electrlclty (12R. I0.170 CMC), 

□ ily Plaza (Additional fees na n apply) 

~

Electricity (15 amp) Electricily (100 amp) 
Event Restrooms Water 
Fountain: 0 on O off 
Meler Bags II 

Ocou.ncU Ring 
0Fire Permit 

OoepotPark 
OElectricity ( 15 amp) 

□Lower Bidwell Park (Public Evenll only) 

* Additional Deicrlptlon of the Event (if needed) I 
I 

D Children's Playground 

§lilcc1rici1y ( 15 amp) Pick up key Mon - Fri 8:00 am· 4:30 pm 
Electricity (100 amp) 
Water (Public Events Only) 

D Picnic Site No. 37 (Redwood Grove) No vehicle access before 11 am 

D Upper Bidwell Park (Public Events only) 

□ Other (Sptcll'y):.__ ______________ _. 

0 Early Entrance Needed (Public Events only) 

For Park Ranger Assistance during the Event call 530-897-4900 (Police Department Dispakh). 

Office Distribution: 

Permit File (original) 

Park rield Supervisor 

Park Ranger I 

Park Ranger 2 

T:\Arimin\PERMITS\APPLICATIONS\DRAFT - Park R.escl"\IAition Application 

Senior Park Ranger 

Calendar 

Applicant 

920 Fund 

BPPC Cleaning Service 

DCBA Risk Management (email) 

Facilities 

CPD 



SECTION 2 - EVENT INFOR~A TION 

Please answer the following questions by checking "yes" or "no" 

Is this an annual even(? lfso, how many years have you been holding this event? .. ~ _______________ __. 

Is !here a palron admission, entry, or participant fce(s) required for your event? If fee is charged, how much is the fee? I 
Wi II th ere be amp Ii fied sound/music at the event'' (Plcnse sec the Nn sc 011<.li tions for Park Use in 

Specify type (microphone, band, radio, PA system etc.): '--;::::=====::::;-,========--, 

When will amplified sound/music be heard? Time trom: ! ! to: ! 
Nole: 50 / I 00 um p electrical service requires a ccrlifict.l elcc1ricia11 lO operate ..__ _______ __, 

Will there be an entertainment apparatus anywhere'' These are only allowcu in certai n areas of the park . No 11wter «pp111·a111s 111/owed. 
O pcmtor to riro vide proof of insurance to the City Park Division prior to event. 

J:~J: l1ou~: c hn11sjjl . 0 Climbing wall D Ropes course D Other: 

Name of Opcrntor: 
~ ~ 
Will there be.any vendors, se~ing food, merchandise, or services at this event? (no ~lu ~ or alcohol pcrmillcd) 

1/ selling food, plcasc_d~scribc how it will be prepHrcd at the event: .. 1--------------...-.-----------­
'Va lifl'pcnnii fom Oti'AI; Coumy E11viro11me11tnl 1-lenllh ls rc1111 lrcd for all food vendors a nd must be on h~nd: '"3. 
Will cve111 re4u1rc that any par! 01· the Park remain closed beyond the normal time or opening? 

Note: Park gales will 1101 remain closed beyond normal opening time for :Illy event with less than 1,000 people. All races with less than I ,000 
people at O11e Mile must star! before 8:JO am, (Subject to n11prowl by the City Park Divis io.,.n'-'----, 

If yes . please state wh ich gates: Time of closure: from: to: 

Will event require overnight storage of property? If yes, how many security or other personnel will be provided? I 
Will there be early entrance (before 7 am) into the l' ark'1 (An additional fee will be charged) Note: Gate monitors arc required al nil the 

entrances and exits for early l'nrk cnlra11ce until gales open at~9_o,_n_. __ _, 

If yes , when wi ll monitors be al their positions? Time from ; I to: l 
Portable Restrooms: You are required 10 rent portable restrooms for events with 200+ participants in the immediate area of the event site 

which will be available lo !he public during yonr event. 

Restroom company: Phone number: :-----.========------. I ocatiun(s ) of portable restrooms : l 
N tc: Restrooms shnll be rcmowll 'w-,"'11-11-11-_"ll,..l.-,o-~-,,-s-tt~h~c-,-co-11c~-1~11-~•-0_11_0~1-c_v_c_n_l.__, 

Trash and Recycling; i\s an event organizer, you must properly rccydc or tlispose 0 1· waste durin g your event and immediately after !he event. 

The area must be return ed lo a ckan condition. for events with ZOO+ participants, additional trash and recycling cans arc required at 
applicant's cost. Note: Containers shall be rcmovetl within J2 hours after co,..nc_l_u_s_io_n_o_f_e_v_e_n_1. __________ -; 

Trash com an : Phone number: 

Will your event include the use of any siJY)s, banner,, or decorations? (l' lc11sc see Conditions for Park Use in Section 4) 

If yes, please describe type anti location: !See attached I 
Nole: All si .ns and bmmers shnll be free ·11111dln: n11,t 11(11 al'Ji xcd to 1r~C$ or Pnrk 

Will waler be needed during your event? If yes, for what purpose: 

Please provitlc your own hose and shut-off nozzle. No hose bib is available at One Mile Recreation Arca .. 

Is this a walk, run or bike race event? 

If so, are you using !he standard race course? If nol, please provide a map. 

Nole: Not using the standard race course requires Bidwell !'ark & l'layground Commission (OPP(') approval. 

One Mile I Sycamore Field: If thi s is a One Mile reservation, will Sycamore l'icld be needed? 

If }•cs. yO\ r will nceu to ,on tncl CAim al 545 Vollombrosn Ave. Chico (5JO ) 8%-471 1. 

City Plaza Ollll: Vcld k/1·&111 nol allowed bl City Plaza. Loading-and un loadit:111 must ocour f'tom lhe ltrwts. 
Mdm'llql ror lQldlnallld ~bw-llllYbo obealnal ftolll thctCityby calUng: (530) 8~'7800. 

Will vendors be placed on the perimeter sidewalks? 

.!£ c., n Vcrl!J. l'cOdlo,. H.iwk crmit 11111s1 bc()btn incd from the Eu •i11"-crin DivL ion u l •II l Ma iu Strcc1. ('hico lBO 879-6900. 

Will Ci ty st reet closurc(s ) be needed'? 

Jfycs. a scpnmtc permit 11111st be obtained f'ron• the r-:nginccri 111\ Division al 4 11 Ma in trccL . Chico (.'i~Ol 879-(,900 

V:\DRAFT P<l'rk Re)t:l\ldlilm Application 

Yes No 

0 B 
Yes No 

□ 0 
Yes No 

□ 0 

Yes No 

□ 0 

Yes No 

I 
~ □ 0 
., 

Yes No 

□ 0 

Yes No 

□ 0 
Yes No 

□ 0 
Yes No 

□ Ill 

Yes No 

D 0 

Yes No 

Ill □ 
Yes No 

□ [Z] 
Yes No 

□ [Z] 
Yes No 

□ [Z] 
Yes No 

□ [Z] 

Yes 0 

D Ill 
Yes 0 

□ Ill 
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S:ECTIO 

Park Reservation Fees for 150 or Fewer People 
Feel! based on venue & not applicable to weddings 

Park Reservation Fees for 151 or more people, 
or Special Events such as weddings and walks/runs 

Fees based on number of people 

O~scrinl ion J/rc 
/\ppli •(ll lun Processing Fee $40 
Dumagt! Deposit f'cc I_Rei'nmlnblc) $150 

Even< Fees Based on Number of l'articipants 
I - 150 S15 
15 I - 250 $150 
25 1 -500 $230 
SOI . 1,000 $525 
1,00 I plus (see line below) $750 

I# Ol 'CI' 1001 
~0 .. 50 per panicipanl exceeding I 001 so.so I I 

No. of 
Additional Fees Auolicable to All Reservations Fee llnils 

!<orly Entrance Fee (before 7 am) S35 / hour I I 
[,ve ,11s will1 vendors selling f'ood, beverages, merchandise, or services SI O / vendor I I 
SournVElcctricny ( 15 amp) $15 / day b I St111ml/Ekttrk1ty (50 or 100 amp) SJS / day 

C:11 y Plata /\dt!ihonnl Restrooms 1200 , p:inl~ ip,mts) SI 12.50 / dny I I 

Fees Jue upn11 suh111itlal orapplicatinn Park Fee Total: 
Cr,•tllt Cnl'll 1,nymc111 \\ill br :ustsscd n 2.7~'Y" 1.:onu·11knci'.' foe Convenience Fee; 

~IHk~ checks 11ayahlc to: City nt' Clric11 Total Fee Required: 

City of Chico Cash Receipt No:I I Payment Method: I I Dale I I Received by: I 
,,.,P£1iMI ISO<Pi•UCAICONS\ON'Xt f • Yil'1.li1ranmt~r ... . 

Total 
I I 

I I 

§ 
I I 

Total 

I I 
I I 

1~05 I 
I I 

I,' / II I 
I I 
IL Ill I 

I 



Alcohol 

BBQ1 

Bicycks 

Bounce 
!louses 

Campfires 

Camping 

Clean up 

Damages 

Dogs 

Electrical 

Fishing 

Gale 
Closures 

Gloss 

Horses 

Noise 

Park 
Closures 

Signs/ 
Defacing 

Smoking 

Swimming 

Vegetation 

Vehicle 
Traffic 

ORPAIWUSE 
You arc responsible for knowing the Park Rules. Please observe the following: 

Alcohol is 1101 pcrmilled in any City Park or Playground. 

Porteble-1:HlG~ (chnrcoal·or-propane·nnl,v) may-only be-used·nc~nCJexts1tff!fBBQs· lif toiver lliawell Park mid Five lvlileRecrca1ion Areas,~ 
other areas. No 8 8Qs allowed during Red Flag Fire Warning or high wind advisory days. 

llicyclcs musl ob,crvc all f'alil ' mm vch,cu l.ircudcs i11cludi11gono-wuy trcets R1<.lcr~, re cxpcc1cd to he co11r1cou_- and yield 10 equestrian and 
pi:dc$1 ria11 trnrnc. Hclrnc1~ m11s1 be wum JI all 1i111es in l.i pp~r Park, exccpl when on pavement. Riders musl slay on dc.~1i;m11cd ll'llils. 
Blcyd ~ riding Is not allowed in Cnper Acre or on lhc Sycmuorc pool deck. 

8ounce houses, (except !hose with waler) and other similar non-waler play equipment, are only permit1ed in certain areas with a reservation and 
upon approval by lhe Park Division. The operators of !his equipment 111usl provide proof of insurHnce to lhe Park Division prior to event. 
Bounce houses are not allowed in Caper Acres. 

No camplircs allowed al any lime, except by permit and only in lhe Council Ring. 

No overnight camping allowed unless authorized by the tlidwell Park and Playground Commission. 8idwell Park is a day use only park 

Permiltec is required ID completely clean up area at lhc conclusion of event. 

Any damage lo City property as a result oflhis even! will be repaired at pcrmitlce's expense. 

Dogs may be off leash from 5:30 am to 8JO am in Lower Park. All other limes, dogs musl be on a leash 6 feel in length or less. Along the norlh 
side of Upper Park Road, dogs may be off leash anylime. While off leash , dogs mus I remain under conlrol via master's voice. Dugs are not 
allowed in Caper Acres, One Mile or Five Mile swimming areas, or designated swimming holes in Upper Park. 

i\11 power extc11sio11 cords, ~ound nltlp lificalion equipment. and staging lo be supplied by rermitlee. Permitlee shall provide "tripping" prevention 
devices over power cords crossing any pathway. 

Big Chico Creek: Check California Fish and Wildlife Regulations: \\'\\'W.wildllfr.ca.gov. 
Horseshoe Lake: Age 14 and ov~r • license required, catch and release. Under 14. no license required, calch and keep. 

Upper Park gale al Parking Lol E is closed on Sundays, Mondays, during wel periods, and Red flag fire Warning days. Gates may be 
clnsed for approved special even ls . For gate opening and closing hours, visit: n ww.chico.ca.us/park-lrails. 

No glass containers allnwed in any Cily Park or Playground 

Horses musl slay on designated lrails. Horses arc nDl allowed in One Mile or Five Mile Recreation Areas. Horses musl cross the creek al 
approved crossings. Safe and courteous riding is the Park standard. 

No loud or unusual noises are allowed, including radios and hcadsels thal can be heard over 50 feet away. 
l'or music or sound at One Mile Recreation Area, please face all speakers away !'ram Woodland Ave. 

I.Clwcr Perk is c losed from 11 :00 pm lel :00 a111 every day, unless directly and actively proceeding lo a destination outside of l11e Park . Upper 
l'urk is closed lu vehicles al 9:00 pm Octoher - March, and 11 :00 pm April - September unless posted olherwise. Park may be closed 
cturiug R~d l'lag fire Warning or high wind advisory days. 

Defacing or trees, tables, any park fix lures, open ground, or paved roads/palhs with markings, ~1:tph:s, tacks, or signs is prohihiled. No pinatas, 
slack lines, hammocks, or accessories shall be affixed to lrces. Only barricades, cones. or selrs1unding devices may be used for lhesc purposes. 

Smoking or vaping is not pern1it1ed in any Cily Park or l'layground 

While in the One Mile swim area, compliance wilh lifeguards is required for public safely. Pool is open and li\'cguards arc on duly during summer 
swim season 

No taking, culling, or injury of any vegetation in the Park is allowed. 

While gales are closed, limi1ed use of vehicles lo set up for even! is permilled. Vehicles musl be in compliance with lhe one-way designalion of the 
roadway, musl yield to all other activities (walking, jogging, bicycling, and horseback riding) , must !ravel with flashers on and may not exceed ten 
( I 0) miles per hour. 

• Pcrmillec shall provide adequate signs and supervision to avoid connicls between vehicles, bicycles, equestrians, and general public. 
• Only emergency vehicles will be allowed access through the area of South Park Drive which has been closed lo motor vehicles. 
• No vehicles are permitled lo travel or park on grass areas. 

T \Admin\PERMffS\APPUCAT!ONS\DRAFT- Park Reservation Applicatron 



"There are more than 150 parhdpm1ts" 

SECTION 5 - INSURAJNCE 
('llo be dcte11mlned by -Park Olvuion) 

[Z] Insurance Required 

f'or Insurance qucsli()n, for your event, please contact the Risk Manaecmcnt ofncc 

(510) 879-7910 or email risk-manaJ:ement@chicoca,go,• 

0 Nol Required 

fior liability co,•erage purposes, it is the applicant and the City of Chico's intent (herelnaflcr ,·eferred to as the" Parties"), that this petmit is a w1·itten 
contract bet1Veen the Parties. 

Pursuant to tht insu1·nnce policy 1·el11ted to this permit/written conlnct, and" consistent with the Cei-lilic11lc of Liability Insurance and Additi onal lnsu,·ed 
Endol'Sements, the Pa11ics herelJ)' attach and incorporote by this reference, the Ccrtilicate of Liahllily Insurance and Additional lnsu1·ed £ ndo1-scmcnts, 
which are further expressly made a material part of the said permit/written contract between the Parties. 

Pcrmitlee shall supply, al least two (2) weeks in advance of the scheduled event, a Certificate of Insurance issued by a company liccnscu lo do business in Ca lifomia 
with a ll~ L's lnsur,mw Gu.,11,: rating of " "or better ("A'' ra t~<l I rcompa n 1. unHcrnscd) which provide, evidence of comprehensive and general liability coverage in 
the nm ou nl or $1,000,000 cornbincll ·,nglc limit, $2,000 .000agi:reg111c with Policy endorscrncn1s as l'ollows: 

( I) ldcnti ficnt ,on <> permit ,l pplicmmn, i<lcntificalion or event , tlHIC or .:vC11 t 
Note: Numbers 2 a11d 3 below must be separate endorsements: 

(2) The City of Chico, its 1)f!iccrs, hoards ol' commissions, and members thereof, its employees and agents nrc covered as additional insureds as respects to any 
liability arising out or the activities of the names insured. 

()) The insurance coverages afforded by this policy shall be primary insurance as respects lo the City of Chico, 11s ofliccrs, employees, or agents. Any 
insurance or self-insurance maintained hy the City of Chico, its officers, employees. or agents shall be in excess of the insurance a ffordcd ID the named insured 
by this policy and shall not wntrihulc 10 it . 

l 4) /\n unqual1hed statement that "The insurer will provide the City al least Len ( I 0) days prior notice of cancellation or material change in coverage" standard 
Certificate ot" Insurance cm1cclla1 ion language is not acceptable. 

Please Note: Your reservation may be cancelled if the insurance is not approved at least two weeks prior to the scheduled event. 

SECTION 6 - ACCEPT ANOlfr OF CO DITiIONS 
In signing this Pcm1it. I agree to indemnify and hold the City of Chico and/or the Hid well Park and Playground Commission free and clear of all claims of damage for 
injury to persons or property in, upon or al111111 City f>arks ,ir Playgrounds, and arising from my use of the Parks and Playgrounds as noted above, and lo defend any 
action against the City of Chico rcsull ini; fr"m any such claim, without cost to the City 

•1 el'rtil)' th111 I havl· rcod thi application thorou~hly, fo llowed 30)' 1111d II lnstn,c t Inns, understand its l'Ontencs, will comply wi th the 11ttachcd 
" ondilions for Park U c" in edlon 4, wi ll ndhcrc lo any nddilionul conditions sci t'urlh by this pc ,mit . nnd upplicd 1,·ue and correct lnformotion herein 
to the best or my knowledge and belier. 

Signnturc uf l\pplktllll 
19129/21 
Date 

RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
City 111' Chico - Park Division 

D~liver to: 965 Fir Street, Chico, CA 95928 
Mail to: PO BoY 3420, Chico, CA 95927 

,•m.t il lo pnrkinfu@c hicuca.gov 
TIii . RES £ 1WI\TION I. NO r VALID UNTIL ALL FEE ARE PA IO AND l\l'PIWVl::O BY TIU:: PAIU( OIVI ION. 

A copy of the approved permit will be returned to )'OU, 

SECTION 7 - AUTHORIZATION 
I certify that I have carefully reviewed this application pursuant to Title 12 and I 2R of the Chico Municipal Code and hereby recommend this pcm1il he: 

D Approved by Director 

D l\pprovcd by IJircctor subject tu listed additional condition(s): 

D Denied by Director 

D Approved h_y l:lidwell Park & f'layground CDmmission (l:ll'PC) 

D Approved by BPl'C subject to listed additional condilion(s:) (see allached conditions) 

0 Denied bJi-1:1.r..i:L-----------------------------------------------, 
Reason /'or Denial; 

Approved h_y 

f:\Adm1n\flERM ITS\APPL1CATIONS\DRAf r Park. l{~s@rv;:it1on Apr,lirafor. 

Dale 



City of Chico 
Application & Permit for Park Use 
Public Works Department - Park Division 

□ 150 
orle■s 

eop e: 

□ 151 [l] Special Event 
or more 

This Reservation is not valid until approved by the Park Division 
... ,E-ri_n_H_o_rs_t __________ __,I 
Nnmc or Applicani/Con1ao1 Person 

!Legacy Stage (Legacy Theatre Group) 
Organliation Name (ifnpplicnblc) 

ony Addrcs~ 

From:@PM To:! ._1_0_:3_0_P_M ____ _. 
City, 1n1c, Zip 

~ 
(Tobll time nffded for Kt-up, EYent, and clean-up) .-----,, 

Alicmn1c Phone No. 

Nole: Park gates wUI not remain closed beyond normal opening time for any Event with less than 1,000 people. All races wllh leas 
than 1,000 people at One Mlle must start before 8:30 am. Street closure(s) subject to a separate permit and approval. 
Use of 50 or 100 amp requires a certified electrician (See Section 2). 

Area Requested: (Please check if requested) 

□Five Mile Picnic Area D East O West 
D BBQ - Pick up key Mon• Fri 8:00 am • 4:30 pm 

O c cdar Grove Picnic Area [Z] Cedar Grove Meadow 
D Electricily(l5 amp) D Waler 
0 Water (Public Events Only) OEiectricily (100 amp) 

[Z!Electricity (50 amp) 

Oeidweil Bowl Amphilheater 
D Elcctricily (IS omp) 

D One Mile Picnic/Barbecue Area 
Sycamore Field not included. Contact CARD to reserve 

D Oak Grove A D Oak Grove 8 

§ Electricity (15 amp) 
Band Stand ( 15 amp) 
BBQ - Pick up key Mon• Fri 8:00 am• 4:30 pm 
Water 19 available, but no hose bib 

Note: Special conditions apply for amplified sound and l00 amp electrlclty (12R.IO.l70 CMC). 

Delly Plaza (Addltlonal fee■ 181. ' apply) 

~ 
Electricity (15 amp) Electricity ( I 00 amp) 
Evenl Restrooms Water 
Fountain : Don O off 
Meter Bags II 

Ocouncil Ring 
0Firc Permit 

OoepotPark 
0Electricity (15 amp) 

□Lower Bidwell Park (Public EYents only) 

* Additional Description or the EYent (if needed) I 
I 

D Children's Playground 

§tilccuioity (15 amp) Pick up key Mon· Fri 8:00 am - 4:JO pm 
Electricity ( I 00 amp) 
Water (Public l!Yenc, Only) 

D Picnic Site No. 37 (Redwood Grove) No vehicle access before II am 

D Upper Bidwell Park (Public Events only) 

□ Other (Specify):.__ ______________ _, 

0 Early Entrance Needed (Public Events only) 

For Park Ranger Assistance during the Event call 530-897-4900 (Police Department Dispatch). 

Office Distribution: 

Pennit File (original) 

Park Field Supervisor 

Park Ranger J 

Park Ranger 2 

T:\Admln\PERMITS\APPLICATIONS\DRAFT - Pork R111,,.•tian Applicotion 

Senior Park Ranger 

Calendar 

Applicant 

920 Fund 

B PPC Cleaning Service 

DCBA Risk Management (email) 

Facilities 

CPD 



SECTION2- ~ ENT INFORMATION 

Please answer the following questions by checking "yes" or "no" 

Is this an annual event" If so, how many years have you been holding this event? ._@ _______________ ___, 

Is there a patron admission, entry, or participant fec(s) required for your event? If fee is charged, how much is the fee0 ._l$_2_5 _______ _. 

Will there be amplified sound/music ut !he event" (Please see the Noise ('o,u.Jltions for Park Use iu Set:tion 4 ) 

Specify lype (micropho11c, hand, radi o, Pi\ system etc.):'--;:::=====:::;---;:=======---, 

When will amplified sound/music be heard? Time r,oin : ! ! 10: I 
Note: 50 / I 00 0111p electrical service rc4u.ire.~ a certili.:d clcctric in 11 to opcmtc ..._ _______ ___, 

Will there be an entertainment apparatus anywhere? These arc only allowed in certain areas of the park. No 11~/le11· 11pp111•f/tlls alloll'C!d, 

Operator to provide proof of insurance to the City f'nrk Division prior to event. 

0 Bounce house D Cl imbing wall O Ropi.,; course O Other: 

Name of Operator: 

Will there be any vendors selling food, merchandise, or services al this event? r alcohol ermined) 

If selling food, please describe how il will be prepared at tlie event : 1 or 2 - acked concessions 
Vnlid pcnnit from Bulle County t:11 iro11rnc11lnl Henlth is required for all rood vendors nnd must be on hm1d . 

Will event require Iha! any part of the Park remain closed beyond lhe nonnal time of opening? 

Note: Park gales will 1101 remain closed beyond normal opening ti111e for nny event with less than 1,000 people, All races with less thnn 1,000 
people al One Mile must start before 8:30 am. (Subjt l lo upp1 1.11r..il by the Cily Park Dl\lii;io,.n..._ __ _, 

ff yes, please slate which gates: !Cedar Grove I Time of closure: (10111: 10:30 to: 11 

Wi II event require overnight storage of rroperty? If yes, how many security or other personnel will be provided? I 
Will there be early entrance (before 7 am) inlo the Park'/ (An additional fee will be charged) Note: Gate monitors are required at all the 

entrances and exits fo r early l'ark c11trn11ce until gates open at "'9-'a'-'m'-'-'-. ---. 

If yes1 when will monilors be at lheir posilions'' Time rrom• 1 to: l 
Portable Restrooms: You arc required lo rent portable reslrooms for events with 200 I· participants in the immediate area of the event site 

which will be available to the public during yo11r event. 

Restroom company: Phone number: 

Localion(s) of portahlc restrooms: 
Nolo: Restrooms shall be: removed '"w-,,.,,.,.,.....,....,,.,10'"1"'1.r""s "'u,,,,..c.,.r-cu..,.1,..1c"'· -u"'st"'o""u-u ..... c"'V1:-·,-u .... ---' 

Trash and Recycling: As nn event organizer, you must properly recycle or dispose of waste during your event and immediately oFter the event 

The area must be returned lo a clean condition. For c~cnts with 200+ participants, additional trash and recycling cans arc required at 

applicant's cost. Note: Containers shall be removeLI within 32 hours after co,.nc_l_u_s_io_n_o_f_c_v_e_n_l. __________ _, 

!'rash com an : Phone number: 

Will your cvt:nt in dude the use of any sigo~, h1111ncrs, or decorations? (Please see Contlitions f'or Park Use in Section 4) 

If yes, please describe tyre and location; ISee attached I 
Nole: All si • 11s n11d bnnncrs shall be free ·11111tlln nntl 11 >t nffixcd to tr.:cs or l'nrk ro er< 

Will water h.: 11ccd~-J tlnriny ymir event'! If.yes . fo r w hat purpose: 

Please provide your own hosc nnd shm-off nozzle. No hose bib 1s avn ilablc nt One Mile ltccrcncion Arca. 

I tin~ \I wul~. run or bi~c race cvc11t'! 

If so, arc you using the standard race collrsc'I ff not, please provide a map. 

Note: Nol using the standunJ race course requires Bidwell Pork & Playground Commission (OPPC) approval 

One Mile/ Sycamore Field: If this is a One Mile reservation, will Sycamore Field he needed? 

If xcs. yoll will need to coutacl CARO al 5'15 Ynllo,nbrosn Av ' · 3 95-47 1 I. 

( /lty Pina Only1 V.ch,~lt~ Ille nnl 11 11 wl:d,111 icy Pl8~~. 1i.>111d 11g itnd unlb~tl iitg mll~l oocur from the-~trectM 
Mecer ags for loRJlng anil unl®ding may bc-obtamed from the 0ity lly calling, C,)Q) 896-?800, 

Will vendors be placed on the perimeter sidewalks? 

tryes, a Vend, Peddler, Hawk permit must bc obu,iuctl from the Engi11eeri11g Oivi~iQ11 at 41 l Main Street.. Chico (5.\0) 879-(,900. 

Will City slrccl closure(s) be needed? 

If yes. a separate pcnnil must beobt11i11ed from the E11ginec:rinl! Division at41 I Mnin Strcct , Chico (530) 879-f,')00. 

U:\Of1AFT Pilrl< R~servati□ n Applk.il1on 

.. , 
,. 

Yes No 

0 □ 
Yes No 

0 □ 
Yes No 

□ 0 

Yes No 

□ 121 

Yes No 

[Z] □ 
Yes No 

0 □ 

Yes No 

□ 0 
Yes No 

□ 0 
Yes No 

□ Ii] 

Ye, No 

□ 0 

Yes No 

ll) □ 
Ye I,) 

□ [Z] 
Ye No 

□ [Z] 
Yes No 

□ Ill 
Yes No 

□ Ill 

No 

Ill 
Yes No 

□ Ill 



S,ECTION 3 - PEIJNHT FEES 

Park Reservation Fees fo1· 150 or Fewer People 
Fees based on venue & not applicable to weddings 

Park Reservation Fees for 151 or more people, 
or Special Events such as weddings and walks/runs 

Fees based on number of people 

Deserio lion 
1\1111hcnl ion Processing Fee 

IJ'i 11 1,1 ge Dcros'L Fee (Rcl'ullllablc) 

i::~cnr Fees Based on Number or Participants 
I • 150 
151 - 250 

251 -500 
501 - 1,000 
I ,Oll I plus (see li11' below) 

SO.~U per par1icipant e<cccding I 00 I 

Addi1ional Fees Anulicable lo All Reservalions 

l,arly Enlrance Fee (hefore 7 am) 

l;vcn1s wilh vendors selling food, heveragcs, merchandise, or services 

Suuml/F.lcctrieily ( 15 amp) 

Sound/Eleclricily (50 or I 00 amp) 

C:ily l'lala A(fdi 11 oni1l Restrooms (200 1 part,dpanl~) 

F~cs due upon ,ubrnillal nr"pplic:,niun 
C n·<l i t C,1nl 1111 .1mc111 nlll hr 11sscssc1I" Z.7!1'1/o c1111H·11ic11ce foe 
:\ l ake checks 11ayahlc tu : City nt"Chicn 

Fee 
$40 

-~ 150 

$75 

$150 

.5230 
$525 
$750 

so.so 

Fee 

$35 I hour 

SI O / vendor 

$15 I day 
$35 / day 

SI 12.50 I day 

#o..crllllll 

I 
No. of 
Units 

I 
12 

~ 
I 

l'ark Fee Totn l· 
Convenience Fee: 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

Total Fee Rcqnlrod: 

Tula.I 
Ill! I I 

11 "''' I 

§ 
I I 

Total 

I I 
12C I 

~Hl I 
I I 

C:ily of Chico Cash Receipt No: _I _____ _.! l'ayrncnt Method: ,__ ______ ~ Dale; Li _____ ___,! Received by; L----------1 



Alcohol 

BBQs 

Bicycle, 

Bounce 
Houses 

Campfires 

Camping 

Clean up 

Damages 

Dogs 

Electrical 

Fishing 

Gate 
Closures 

Glass 

Horses 

Noise 

Park 
Closures 

Signs/ 
Defacing 

Smoking 

Swimming 

Vegetation 

Vehicle 
Traffic 

You are responsible for knowing the Park Rules, Please ohserve the following: 

Alcohol is not permiued in any City Park or Playground. 

Portable BHQs (charcoal or propane only) may only be used next to existing 81:lQs in Lower llidwell Park and Five Mile Recreation Areas, no 
other areas. No B BQs allowed during Red Flag fire Warning or high wind advisory days. 

Bicycles must observe all Cali tomia vehicular codes including one-way streets. Riders are expected to be courteous and yield Lo equestrian and 
pedeslrian traffic, Helmets must be worn at all times in Upper Park, except when on pavement. Riders must stay on designated trails, 
Bicyde riding is not allowed in Caper Acres or on the Sycamore pool deck. 

Hounce houses, (except those with waler) and other similar non-water play equipment, are only permitted in certain areas with a reservation and 
upon approval by the Park Division. The operators of this ec1uipment must provide pronr of insurance lo the Park Division prior lo event. 
Bounce houses are not allowed in Caper Acres. 

No campfires allowed at any lime, except by pcm,il and only in the Council Ring. 

No overnight camping allowed unless authorized by the llidwell Park and Playground Commission. t:lidwcll Park is a day use only park 

Perrniltec is required lo completely clean up area at the conclusion or cvcnl. 

Any damage lo City property as a result of this event will be repaired at pcrmiltee's expense. 

Dogs may be off leash f'rom 5:30 am Lo 8;]0 am in Lower Park. All other times, dogs must be on a leash 6 feet in length or less. Along the north 
side of Upper Park Road, dogs may be off leash anytime. \\o'hile olTleash, dogs must remain under control via master's voice Dogs are not 
allowed in Caper Acres, One Mile or Five Mile swimming areas, or designated swimming holes in Upper Perk. 

All power extension cords, sound amplilication equipment, and staging lo be supplied by permiltee. Perrnittce shall provide "tripping" prevention 
devices over power cords crossing any pathway. 

Big Cl1lcn Creek: Check Calili,mia rish and Wildlife Regulations: www.n-ildlirc.ta,gov. 
Hm·scshne I ,qke: Age l4 and over - license required, catd1 and release. Under 14 - no license required, catch and keep. 

lipper Park gale at Parking Lot E is closed on Sundays, Mondays, during wet periods, and Red rlag rire Warning days. Gates may be 
closed for approved special events. for gate opening and closing hours, visit: \\\\'\\',Chico.ca.us/park-trails . 

No glass containers allowed in any City l'ark or Playground. 

Horses must stay cm designated trails. Horses are not allowed in One Mile or Five Mile Recreation Areas, Horses must cross the creek at 
approved crossings. Safe and comteous riding is the Park standard. 

No loud or unusual noises are allowed, including radios and headsets that can be heard over 50 1·eel away. 
for music or sound at One Mile Recreation Area, please face all speakers away from Woodland Ave. 

Lower Park is closed from 11 :00 pm to 5:00 am every day, unless directly and actively proceeding lo a destination outside ot· the Park. Upper 
Park is closed Lo vehicles at 9:00 pm October - March, and I 1:00 pm April - September unless posted otherwise. Park may be closed 
during Red f-lag rire Waming or high wind advisory days. 

Defacing 01· trees, tables, any park lixtures, open ground, or paved J oads/paths with markings, staples, tacks, or signs is prohibited. No pinatas, 
slack lines, liammocks, or accessories shall be affixed lo trees . Only barricades, cones, or selr standing devices may be used tor these purposes. 

Smoking or vaping is not permitted in any City Park or Playground. 

While in the One Mile swim area, compliance with li{eguards is reql1ired f'or public safety. Pool is open and lireguards arc on duty during summer 
swim season. 

No laking, cutting, or injury or any vegetation in the Park is allowed. 

• While gates are closed, limited use of vehicles Lo set up f'or event is pern1it1ed. Vehicles must be in compliance with the one-way designation of the 
roadway, must yield to all other activities (walking, jogging, bicycling, and horseback riding), must travel with tlashers on and may not exceed Len 
(10) miles per hour. 

• Permillee shall provide adequate signs and supervision to avoid connicts between vehicles, bicycles, equestrians, and general public. 
• Only emergency vehicles will be allowed access through the area of South Park Drive which has been closed Lo motor vehicles. 
• No vehicles arc permitted to travel or park on grass areas. 

T \Admin\PERMITS\APPUCATIONS\DRAFT- Park Reservation Ap,:ilicalion 



"There are more limn 150 partidp~111s" 

SECTION S - INSURANCE 

IZ] Insurance Required 

for lr1SL1rancc 4uestions fur your event, please ccm tacl the Risk ,\-lanagcment offire 

(530) 879-7910 or email risk-managemenl(i"1)chicoca.go1· 

0 Nol Required 

For liahilily co1•e,-age purposes, ii is lhe applicant and the Cit)' or Chico's intent (hereinancr referred to as the "Pa1•1ies"), lhel this pe,mil is a writlen 
contract hetween the Pa11ies. 

Pursuant lo the insu,·ance policy related lo lhis pcrmitfwritlcn conlracl, end consistent with the Certilicate or Liabilil}' Insurance and i\dditional lnsu,·ed 
Endonements, lhe Parties he1·ehy atlach end incorporate hy this reference, the Certilicale of Liehllily Insurance and Additional Insured Endorsements, 
which arc l'u 1·1her expressly made a material part of the said permil/wriltcn con Ir act bellHcn lhe Parties. 

?ermillcc shall supply, al least two (2) weeks in advance of the scheduled evcnl, a Ccrlificatc of Insurance issued hy a com1mny licensed to do business in California 
with a Best's Insurance Guide rating of"l:l" or heller ("A" rated if Company is unlicensed) which provides evidence of comprehensive and general liability coverage in 
the amount of ti ,000,000 combined single limit ; $2 ,000,000 nggtc&atc with policy endorsements as rullows: 

(I) ldcnti !ication of permit application, idcn ti r;cation of cvc,11, dutc or event. 
Note: Numbers 2 aud 3 below must be separate endol'Scmcnts: 

(2) I he City of Chico, its officers, boards of commissions, and members thereof, its employees and agents arc covered as additional insureds as respects lo any 
liability arising out of lhc activities or the names insured, 

(1) I he insurance coverages affordeJ hy I his policy shall be primary insurance as respects lo the City of Chico, tis otliccrs, employees, or agents. Any 
insurance or sci f-i nsurnnee maintained by the Ci ty of Chico, its officers, employees, or agents shall be in excess of the insurance afforded 10 tile named insurcJ 
by this policy and shall not contribute lo it. 

('I) An unqualified statement that "The insurer will provide the City at least ten ( I OJ days prior notice or canccllalion or material change in coverage" standard 
Certificate of Insurance cancellation language is not acceptable. 

Ple1ue Nole: Your reservation may be cancelled ir the insurance is not approved at least two weeks prior lo lhc scheduled event. 

SECTION 6 - ACCJJ:PTA,NCE OF C0Nl>l1'16NS 
In signing this Penn ii, I agree lo indemnify and hold the City of Chico amJ/or the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission free and clear of all claims of damage for 
tnJury to persons or property in, upon or about City Parks or Playgrounds, and arising from my use or the l'urks and Playgrounds as noted above, and lo def.end any 
action against the City of Chico resulting from any such claim, without cosl to the Cily. 

•1 rc,·tili· th:11 I hnvc read this opplicalion tho roUl(hly, l'ulluwcd any and nll in~1r11 c1lo11 • 11 11 dcr11a nLI ilS contents, will compl)' with lhc nllacl,cd 
" ondi<i ons for Purk Use" in Section 4, will adhere to 1111~· ntltli1i11m1i cundition $Cl forth by this permit , 11 nd supplied true 0111.l cori•ccl lnformntinn hc,·ciu 
to lhc best of m)' knowledge and belief, 

I c,u;,,, &ut:: !9129121 Siitnulure of J\ppllnnl .. D-11t_c __________________ .,J 

RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
City of Chico - Park Division 

Deliver lo: 965 Fir Street, Chico, CA 95928 
Mail tu: PO Box 3420, Chico, CA 95927 

email lo parkinfo@chicoca.gov 
THIS RESERVATION IS NOT Vi\LID UNTIL ALL FEES ARE PAID AND APPROVED BY THE PARK DIVISION. 

A copy of the approved permit will be returned to you. 

SEETION 1 - AUTHORIZATION 
I certify 1h01 I hnvc carefully reviewed this application pursuant to Title 12 and I 2R Df the C:hico Municipal Code and hereby recommend this pcnnil be: 

D /\1ll)rOvcd by Director 

D Approved by Director subject ID li sted additional condition(s): 

D Denied hy Director 

D Approved by £lidwell Park & Playground Commission (IJ~PC) 

D Approved by l:ll'PC subject lo listed additional comlition(s:) (see attached conditions) 
D Denied bJl-"LC.L:.__ ___________________________________________ ......, 

Reason fur Denial: 

Approved by 

f :\Admin\PERMITS\APPL!CATIONS\DR,Vf Paric; Rcs ervat,on Applirutian 

Dale 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date:  2/28/22 
 
 

DATE: 2/28/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL PERMIT FOR 5 LONDON CT 
 

 REPORT IN BRIEF:   
 
Applicant Ms. Murad is requesting to remove the Maple shade tree in front of her residence at 5 London Ct.  Ms. Murad 
cites raised sidewalks, broken sprinklers, and that the tree was not a condition of development as justification for re-
moval. 

 
Recommendation: Urban Forest Manager requests that BPPC make a determination to a) Uphold the denial of 
the tree removal permit or b) Grant approval to remove the tree with any conditions deemed appropriate.  

 
Background: 

 
Pursuant to CMC 14.40.120 of Chapter 14.40 Street Trees, no tree located in the City right-of-way (ROW) or public 
planting area shall be removed without a permit or permission of the City and only in those cases whereby the tree is 
dead, dying, diseased or hazardous. On 1/28/22. Ms. Murad submitted an application to remove two trees. Please see 
Attachment A for the Tree permit application and other information 

 
Discussion: 

 
Willoughby Glen Phase 1 is a subdivision built around 2004. Trees in the subdivision are generally the same age as 
the subdivision, approximately eighteen years old.  The neighborhood has ROW trees planted in the park strip. 
Species composition in the Willoughby Glen subdivision is predominantly White ash and Red Maple with the 
occasional accent tree such as Dogwood.  

 
Ash tree:    As part of a citywide inventory on 7/30/20, the Ash tree was identified as Priority 3 removal.  Permission 
was therefore granted administratively to remove the Ash tree because it is dying. Ms. Murad was also informed that 
the City would schedule removal of the tree at City cost, but that no specific timeline could be provided for a Priority 3 
removal. Ms. Murad has elected to go forward with a permit for the removal at her expense. 
 
Maple tree During the same assessment, the Maple tree was assessed as being in "fair" condition. Some trunk decay 
was noted but was not of concern. The maintenance need was assessed as "large tree routine prune."  This 
maintenance classification is typical for trees that show no urgent need for maintenance.  
 
Red maple trees typically reach a mature height of 30-60’ in the urban landscape. Longevity is typically 80-100 years.  
It is anticipated that the useful life is an additional 60-80 years, providing shade and aesthetic benefits to the 
community for many more years. To accept living in Chico is to accept natural debris and maintenance requirements 
from City owned and private trees. 
 
Ms. Murad has lived at the address from the time it was built and provided some history to the tree. She stated that it 
was planted as an additional tree by the homeowner at 9 London Ct.  Ms. Murad has suggested that the tree should be 
considered as an additional tree and therefore was not a requirement of approval when the subdivision was built. 

 
Timeline: 
 
July 2020   City assesses trees 
Jan 2022   Ms. Murad submits permit to remove two trees. 
Feb 2022  Ms. Murad was sent an email advising that the Ash tree removal is approved, but the Mapletree 

removal was denied. A root pruning permit was provided to assist with any irrigation repairs. Applicant 
was informed that a ticket for sidewalk repair would also be created. 

 

• C ITY 0• CHICO 
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Figure 1. Location and condition report of ash tree (circled in red) that was administratively approved for removal. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Location and condition report of maple tree (circled in red) that was denied for removal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5 London Ct, Front 2 

Tree Tag Number 

Maintenance Need 

Overhead Utilities 

Select a Rule 

5 London Ct, Fronl 1 

Tree Tag Number 

Mainlenance Need 

Overhead Utilities 

67609 

21-30 feet 
0 

Poor 

Priority 3 Removal 
None 

Apply Rule 

67605 
11 

31-40 feet 

0 
fair 

Large Tree Routine Prune 

None 

Apply Rule 
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Figure 3. street View image of public landscape adjacent to 5 London Ct. Tree circled in green is the ash tree 
approved for removal. Tree circled in yellow is the maple denied for removal. Trees circled in red are Crape 
myrtles that are no longer present. 
 
 



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 4 of 5 February 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 and 5. Photographs of the trunk and root flare. Submitted by the applicant. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 6. Sprinklers impacted by roots.   Figure 7. Roots adjacent to sidewalk 
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Figure 8 and 9. Slabs lifted by roots. The slab is currently lifted ½”.  

 
 

 
 
Attachments: 

 
Attachment A:  

• Permit application.  
• Quote from About Trees. 
• Permit approval for ash tree removal / denial for removal of maple tree. 
• Permit approval to root prune maple tree for irrigation repair. 

 
 



'1 
• CITY•" CHICO ,...: ,.,, 

Lo u 6 ► , Property wner 

PUA tic woRks DEPARTMENT 
sTREEf TREES blVisiON 

965 Fir Street 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 896-7800 
Emall: streettrees@chlcoca.gov 
Website: www.chlco.ca.us 

CITY OF CHICO 

APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 

M lA..icJ· 
Representative 

Representative Address 

Owner's Phone Number -

Owner's Email Address . 
'I.. Representative Phone Number -

Request to: ____ Plant 

Address where tree(s) are located: 

Number ofTree(s) : 

• Representative's Email Address • 
Cb -i 

_J(-'--1,,. __ Remove Alter -----
s- L0 "'eJ.., .... C.:t 

Diameter ofTree(s) Species of tree(s) : (Use additional paper if necessary) ~,, Ash 
JO" YYJC\.P I e... 

s ,c:A.c:,w e,,, \\S, 1k L i's d 1k r,t!k cl <4-IAi 

Please enclose a map showing the exact location of the trees(s) and any proposed improvements along with any other documents 

4~ :zf rl-rl: ~~ which will help explain your request 
,..... . it c,,; ~ONLY TREE SERVICES APPROVED BY THE CITY MAY PERFORM WORK ON CITY TREES 

r::et ;;,a~.,._ti.. t. . "'° .ue.. .J " ' T Tree Servlce Performing Work ;tt\o, n t,,d:: v--ces Phone # S-3, 0 ) '<. '.J - ':( ) 3 J 
Chico Business Ucense # callfornia Contractor's License# lc,'130O1 

Certified Arborist # 

X Date ol ~Ilea(;;. ~/ 2- L 

.. Please submit completed application to streettrees@chicoca.gov, deliver in person to address above or mail to PO Box 3420, 
Chico CA 95927 



Pruning - Removal - Stump Grinding - Emergency Services 
Corporate Office: 2 CrusoderCt, Chico, CA 95973 

Chico Area: 530.343.4533 Redding Area: 530.246.2477 
Sine~ 1997 

CSU,1063007 
Fax: 530.267.8855 Email: info@abouttrees.us Web: www.atv 

Proposal Subipitted to: 
LO 

Date: 
I 

Job Address: 

Phone: , ,. Cl C2 @_)ALL 

Equipment needed: 

tions and estimates for: 

H 

Owner Agrees to pay for services at completion of the job. Invoices will incur a 1% monthly finance charge per 30 days not paid 

About Trees hereby proposes to furnish material and labor to complete service; in accordance with above specifications for the sum of: 

Dollars$ ----------
Owner agrees to identify: water lines, phone, gas, power, irrigation, septic/sewer. About Trees will not be liable for damages to unidentified utilities. 

This is a visual/ground-based assessment. Unseen hazards may become apparent upon climbing, which may result in additional cost to ensure safety. 

Customer will be notified prior to any additional costs. Initials 

Payment Terms: Due upon completion of Job 

Accepta nee of Proposal - The above prices, specifications and 
conditions are satisfactory and are hereby accepted. You are authorized to 
complete the work as specified. Payment will be made as outlined above. 

A Tr es ut orized Representative / /jar . 

Client Signature: _____________ _ 

Client Print: -------------------
0 ate of Acceptance: ____________ _ 

Note: This proposal may be withdrawn by us if not accepted within !i,Oays. 

All services are guaranteed to be as specified. All work to be completed in a workmanlike manner according to standard arborist practices. Any alternation or 

deviation from above will become an extra charge over and above specifications involving extra costs will be executed only upon written orders, and will become 
an extra charge over and above the estimate. All agreements are contingent upon strikes, accidents or delays beyond our control. Owner to carry fire, tornado 
and other necessary insurance. Our workers are fully covered by Workmen's Compensation Insurance. 

About Trees is a division of North Valley Arbor Management, Inc. 



CITY or CHICO 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
Parks Division 

965 Fir Street 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 896-7800 

parkinfo@chicoca.gov 
hllp://www.chico.cn.us 

PERMIT 
TO 

PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 

TO: Louise Murad 
5 London Ct 
Chico, CA 95926 

DA TE: 2/9/22 

Your application requesting permission to plant, remove, alter or disturb public trees has been: 

[ x] Approved subject to the condition(s) listed below. 

[ x] Denied for reason(s) listed below 

Appeal Procedure: Should you disagree with this and wish to appeal this decision; you must submit a written 
letter addressed to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission within 15 days of the receipt of this notice 
of denial. Any appeal submitted will be placed on the next regular meeting of the Bidwell Park and 
Playground Commission (last Monday of each month). 

Condition(s) of approval/reason(s) for denial : 

Location: 5 London Ct 

Approved: Removal of Ash tree Site ID 67609. Tree to be stump ground to City standards including 
depth to 18", backfill with loam, haul grindings. City will pay for replacement tree. 

Denied: Removal of Maple tree Site ID 67605. Tree is not dead dying or diseased. 

2/9/22 UFM Richie Bamlet 

(Date) Park Director or authorized City representative 

Distribution: (When fully executed) 

PkD __ COD __ ADPW-ENGR __ x_ PL DIR __ x_ UF 



CITYOI CHICO 
INC 187l 

P BLIC WORK DEPARTME T 
Parks Division 

965 Fir Street 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 896-7800 

parkinfo@chicoca.gov 
http://\\'\vw. hico.cn.u 

PERMIT 
TO 

PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 

TO: Louise Murad 
5 London Ct 
Chico, CA 95926 

DA TE: 2/9/22 

Your application requesting permission to plant, remove, alter or disturb public trees has been: 

[ x ] Approved subject to the condition(s) listed below. 

[ ] Denied for reason(s) listed below 

Appeal Procedure: Should you disagree with this and wish to appeal this decision; you must submit a written 
letter addressed to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission within 15 days of the receipt of this notice 
of denial. Any appeal submitted will be placed on the next regular meeting of the Bidwell Park and 
Playground Commission (last Monday of each month). 

Condition(s) of approval/reason(s) for denial: 

Location: 5 London Ct 

Approved: Root pruning: Maple tree Site ID 67605. 

Roots closer than 24" to trunk cannot be cut. 

Roots greater than 2" cannot be cut short. Lateral shaving is allowed to 50% maximum diameter. 

Roots must be cut with sharp dean hand tools only. 

No more than 25% of root plate can be removed. 

Above ground irrigation install and abandonment of existing to be considered in lieu of trenching 

below ground for repair. 

Please flood irrigate the tree under the dripline to ensure recovery after root pruning. 

2/9/22 UFM Richie Bamlet 

(Date) Park Director or authorized City representative 

Distribution: (When fully executed) 

PkD __ COD __ ADPW-ENGR _ _ _,x-=-PL DIR _ _,_x=-UF 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date:  2/28/22 
 
 

DATE: 2/28/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL FOR 680 CAMELLIA WAY 
 

 
 REPORT IN BRIEF:   

 
Applicant Mr. Bracewell is requesting to remove the Hackberry tree located at the end of Camellia Way adjacent to the 
Newton-Bracewell Funeral Home.  Mr. Bracewell cites sidewalk and sprinkler damage as well as fruit debris falling onto 
the sidewalk and vehicles as justification for removal. 

 
Recommendation: Urban Forest Manager (UFM) requests that BPPC make a determination to a) uphold the denial of 
the tree removal or b) grant approval to remove the tree with any conditions deemed appropriate.  

 
Background: 

 
Pursuant to CMC 14.40.120 of Chapter 14.40 Street Trees, no tree located in the City right-of-way or public planting 
area shall be removed without a permit or permission of the City and only in those cases whereby the tree is dead, 
dying, diseased or hazardous.  

 
On 12/12/19, Mr. Bracewell and son met with Urban Forest Manager onsite.  Mr. Bracewell explained the reasons for 
wishing to remove the trees and replace the sidewalk. The UFM was not able to approve removal of the trees for the 
reasons that were presented.  At that time, the City did not have an active sidewalk repair program up and running with 
sufficient budget to replace 50’ of sidewalk.  
 
On 1/26/22,  Mr. Bracewell and son met with the Urban Forest Manager and Public Works Manager again onsite for a 
reassessment of site conditions. The Public Works Manager determined that sidewalk replacement could be justified. 
This work will be scheduled in the medium term under contract as part of the City sidewalk repair program. This work 
will include any necessary root pruning which will also take care of any concerns about roots growing near to the 
building. The UFM stated that trees can be pruned to reduce the dripline and quantity of fruit litter. However, the tree is 
in good condition and is not dead, dying, or diseased. Removal of the hackberry tree could therefore not be approved 
at the staff level.  

 
Discussion: 

 
The Mangrove neighborhood of Chico has many mature trees dating back to the 1930’s and 1940’s. The tree canopy 
composition is diverse with a wide range of tree species. The east side of Camellia Way adjacent to the Newton-
Bracewell Funeral Home has two Chinese Hackberries, two Sweetgum and one Silver maple. 

 
Chinese hackberry trees typically reach a mature height of 30-60’ in the urban landscape. Longevity is typically 150-
200 years.  
 
The Chinese hackberry was assessed as part of the Citywide inventory on 2/5/2020. At that time the tree was 
assessed as being in “good” condition. The maintenance need was determined to be “Large tree routine prune”. This is 
indicative of a tree that has no defects and of good health. Pruning to provide building clearance was also 
recommended.  
 
The age of the tree is not known.  Tree diameter is 21”. This can be used to estimate the age of the tree at between 30 
and 50 years old. It is anticipated that the useful life is an additional 100+ years, therefore providing shade and 
aesthetic benefits to the community for many more years. To accept living in Chico is to accept natural debris and 
maintenance requirements from City owned and private trees. 

• C ITY 0• CHICO 
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Figure 1. Location and condition report of hackberry tree (circled in red)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 
2. 

Hackberry tree (left side of photo) and sidewalk showing lifted slabs. 

Site Information 

Hackberry, Chinese 

680 Camellia Way, Front 5 

Site lO 
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Heigh! 

Tree Tag Numbe1 

Condilian 

Maintenance Need 

Overhead Ulilities 

43790 

21 

31-40 feet 

0 

Good 

large Tfee Routine Prune 

None 

Vacant Site Large (Replant) 

Apply Rule 
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Figure 3. View of hackberry (circled in green) 
 
 

Timeline: 
 
Dec 2019  Onsite meeting with UFM. Mr. Bracewell was advised that trees were healthy and therefore could not be 

approved for removal.  
 
Jan 2022  Mr. Bracewell reached out to the City again for a site reassessment. UFM and Public Works Manager 

met onsite with Mr. Bracewell and son. Mr. Bracewell was informed that sidewalk repair would be 
scheduled and that all the trees on Camellia Way adjacent to the funeral home would be scheduled for 
pruning in the near future.  

 
Feb 2022  Mr. Bracewell was informed that a tree removal appeal for the Hackberry would be put on the agenda of 

the next BPPC meeting.  
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Bidwell Park & Playground Commission Report              Meeting Date 2/28/22 
 

DATE: 2/19/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Erik Gustafson, Director of Public Works O&M  

SUBJECT: UPDATE REGARDING CSU, CHICO’S NEW BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BUILDING AND 
NEED FOR AN OPEN SPACE EASEMENT ON A PORTION OF CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND. 
  

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:   
 
California State University Chico (CSUC) is demolishing its Physical Science Building adjacent to the Children’s 
Playground at 1st Street and Esplanade Avenue in downtown Chico to build a new Behavior and Social Sciences Building.  
Pursuant State building code requirements, the State Fire Marshall is requiring an open space easement preventing the 
construction of any structures within 15.5 feet from the property line and an emergency vehicle access turn around for 
the project.  As this is a real property transaction, the City Council reviewed and authorized the open space easement 
on 10/19/21 to CSUC for compliance with these building regulations.  

 
Recommendation: The Urban Forest Manager is seeking direction from the Commission on the University’s request 
to remove four trees as part of the project. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In 1911, Annie Bidwell sold the property bound by Big Chico Creek, the Esplanade, 1st Street and the adjacent property 
owned by Bidwell Presbyterian Church and CSU, Chico to the west to City of Chico for one dollar. This property is 
currently known as Children’s Playground, which contains a playground, a large grass area, and other park amenities. 
The deed transferring the property stipulates that the property not to be sold and that it would continue for perpetuity to 
be used as a park and playground or the property would revert to the Bidwell’s heirs. 
 
In mid-2020,  CSU, Chico contacted Staff indicating that it would be remodeling its Physical Sciences building into a new 
Academic Multipurpose Building.  However, the University decided that the building would be demolished and that a new 
building for the College of Behavior and Social Sciences would be constructed instead.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Although the original deed prevents the property from being anything but a park, the State Fire Marshall is requiring that 
an open space easement be granted and recorded on the property to prevent the construction of any above ground 
buildings or structures within the 15 feet from the east side of the CSUC property line for fire protection purposes and to 
comply with Chapter 7 of the 2019 California Building Code – Fire and Smoke Protection Features.  The State Fire 
Marshall is also requiring a “hammerhead” turnaround area for emergency vehicles in the northwest portion of the park.  
A plat of the proposed open space easement is attached as Attachment A.  The plan is to use “turf pavers in the 
hammerhead area that will prevent rutting and tire marks and can withstand the weight of heavy duty vehicles, including 
Fire trucks.  
 
Currently, the area within this easement is used for landscaping and a pedestrian/bicycle path for students and the public 
to connect to the University and other bike paths and does not include the play structures.  The City does not anticipate 
the need for construction of buildings or structures within this easement in the future. The easement will also terminate 
if the University ever demolishes the building in the future. 
 
For the City’s consideration of granting an easement, the University also expressed an interest in making improvements 
to the adjacent Bidwell Bowl facility, which has experienced much vandalism and deterioration over time. Some of the 
University’s initial improvement ideas included the following:  
 
1. Facility improvements including new seat benches. 
2. Walkway surface improvements where needed; subject to an ADA CaSP survey. 
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3. Public interface improvements as you enter the Bowl along with a Wi-Fi, security camera, and improved lighting. 
4. Removing one tree that is threatening Bowl infrastructure and formative pruning on other adjacent trees. 
5. Managing public reservations and events at the Bowl.  
6. Promoting a more intensive use with additional classroom and overall student engagement from CSU, Chico. 
7. The University said it is willing to maintain the Bowl and manage public reservations and events in the future.  
 
The intent is to transform the Bowl into a more inviting place by designing the new building to include outdoor seating 
and collaborative study spaces that face the Bowl, unlike the existing building which creates a very dark nonvisible corner 
that attracts nefarious activities.   
 
The City Council presides over all real property related items, which are generally held as Closed Session items.  .  The 
City Council reviewed CSU, Chico’s request for the easement in Closed Session at its meeting on 10/29/21.  The Council 
approved granting the easement conditioned upon the University making the intended improvements to Bidwell Bowl 
listed above and taking over the maintenance and management of Bowl to include allowing public reservations and 
events.  Improving the Bowl will not be taking place until later in the process and Staff will bring the final plans and 
designs to the Commission for review once they are finalized. 
 
Demolition Plan/Impacts: 
 
Since the existing Physical Sciences Building is 3-stories high, the State Fire Marshal has also requested that a safety 
buffer zone be established on the Children’s Playground side during demolition to protect the public from potential falling 
debris.  Attached as Attachment B is a map of the proposed demolition plan with the red line depicting the intended safety 
zone area.  The goal is to protect the turf, wrought iron fence, play structures, and other park elements.     
 
The larger playground area will remain open during demolition and construction, but the smaller metal “monkey bar” play 
area will have to be closed.  Caution and detour signs will be posted for pedestrians and bicyclists that may use the bike 
path.  In addition,  if any park elements or landscape areas are affected by the demolition or construction work, the 
University will restore the elements and areas to their pre-work condition.  
 
Tree removal considerations: 
 
The University is requesting that the following four trees currently on City property be allowed to be removed as part of the 
demolition and construction project: 
 

1. Water oak 36” DBH, 60’ height 
2. Water oak 40” DBH, 72’ height 
3. California sycamore 13” DBH 30’ height 
4. Chinese elm 33” DBH c 40’ height 

 
Two of the trees are located within the new fire lane required by the State Fire Marshall and one is just outside the fire 
lane.  The Chinese Elm is in the easement area on the west side of park near the building.  The University is not sure if 
this tree will need to be removed.  If it does, the University intends to replant replacement trees.  The trees requested to 
be removed are highlighted in yellow on the easement plat in Attachment A.  
 
Section 14.40.12 of CMC Chapter 14 “Tree Law of the City of Chico” requires that a permit be obtained for any tree that is 
removed from any planting area within the City or such removal is required by order of the Park Commission or City 
Council.  CMC 14.40.150 also allows the Public Works Director to impose additional conditions as the Director deems 
reasonable, which may include replanting trees on site or paying an in-lieu fee. 
 
It should also be noted that the Heritage Sweetgum tree located nearby in Children’s Park may potentially be impacted by 
the installation of the fire lane. It is anticipated that any root disturbance can be minimized with the creation of a Tree 
Preservation Plan. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:  The open space easement is categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) under the general rule provisions of Section 15061(b)(3), finding that there is no substantial evidence that 
the easement will have any significant effect on the environment. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
Attachment A:  Easement Plat 
Attachment B:  Demolition Map 
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Building being demolished

Children's Park

Main play structure
area not affected by
fence line and will

remain open.  Safety
monitor will be present

when activities are
proximal.

Safety buffer zone as prescribed by state fire m
arshal

Bidwell Bowl to remain open/accessible.
Safety monitor will be present when activities proximal.

Heritage tree

Existing fence

Existing fence

Temporary 6' fence

Requested parking area

Smaller play structure
area will be closed. 

Too close to demo work
to be safe.

City of Chico Children's Park
CSU, Chico Physical Science Building Demolition Influence Plan

Rev 1/21/22

ATTACHMENT B - DEMOLITION PLAN
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Bidwell Park & Playground Commission Report              Meeting Date 2/28/22 
 

DATE: 2/23/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager (P&NRM) 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON A PROPOSAL TO RESTORE NATIVE FISH PASSAGE ON BIG CHICO CREEK AT 
THE IRON CANYON FISH LADDER IN UPPER BIDWELL PARK 
 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
The Bidwell Park & Playground Commission will receive an update on renewed interest in restoring the Iron Canyon Fish 
Ladder in Upper Bidwell Park to allow fish passage, such as spring run Chinook salmon, steelhead, and other native 
species, to access upstream holding, spawning, and rearing habitats on Big Chico Creek.  
 

Recommendation:  The Parks & Natural Resources Manager recommends that the BPPC consider 
supporting the new proposed Iron Canyon Fish Project and the pursuit of grant funding.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Iron Canyon Fish ladder, which was constructed in 1958 to enhance Chinook salmon and steelhead migration, is 
located in Big Chico Creek in Upper Bidwell Park.  However, for many years fish passage through the existing ladder has 
been difficult, if not impossible, due to pool leakage, weir deterioration, and inadequate contact between the weir bases 
and the underlying creek bed,  
 
With the resulting decline salmon and steelhead migration, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), the City of Chico, Big 
Chico Watershed Alliance, and other interested parties began working on a plan to improve fish passage on Big Chico 
Creek.  In 2002, the DWR Northern District prepared a Preliminary Engineering Technical Report for the Iron Canyon and 
Bear Hole Fish Passage Project. The USFWS commissioned a subsequent more detailed analysis entitled “Evaluation of 
Iron Canyon for Proposed Fish Ladder Structure Repair and Construction in May 2006.  This report was presented to the 
BPPC at its 8/28/06 meeting.  
 
From this effort, the proposed Iron Canyon Fish Ladder project was designed to repair the fish ladder to allow fish 
passage to approximately nine miles of upstream holding, spawning, and rearing habitat for spring-run Chinook salmon 
and steelhead trout.  The final design for the project, which included demolition, repair, and installation of weirs, 
installation of steel bypass slots and other construction related measures, was approved by the BPPC 2/26/07.  In 
addition, environmental review was conducted, and several grants were received to fund the construction of the project.  
The BPPC approved moving forward with the project in 2008.  However, due to other higher priority fish enhancement 
projects, the funding for this project was pulled from the funding agencies.  The City’s ability to fund the grant match 
requirements and maintain the project after it was constructed were also a concern and inhibiting factors at that time. .  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon are both listed as Threatened on the Endangered Species Act and action is 
needed to conserve their populations. In NOAA’s Recovery Plan, Chinook Salmon are listed as a high extinction risk in Big 
Chico Creek.  In addition, recently storms or other factors have caused large rocks to fall and/or shift which has completely 
closed the fish passage at the Iron Canyon Fish Ladder.  This has resulted in renewed interest by the USFWS and CDFW 
who reached out the City, BCCER, the Mechoopda Tribe of Chico Rancheria, and other interested parties, in restoring fish 
passage on Big Chico Creek.  Other members of the working group include representatives from Chico State University, 
NOAA Fisheries, Western Fishes, and CalTrout.  Based on their vast experience and expertise, CalTrout is willing to take 
the lead agency role and to pursue grant funds for the project. 
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Using newer technology, the new project intends to restore fish passage by reconfiguring the river channel to mimic a 
natural channel form that is completely passable at a range of streamflows.  Unlike the original Iron Canyon Fish Ladder 
Project, this approach does not require reconstruction of weirs and ladders, nor ongoing maintenance.   A similar fish 
passage project was led by CalTrout and completed in 2021 in a neighboring drainage, providing a successful model for 
this project  (see https://caltrout.org/videos/eagle-canyon-battle-creek-fish-passage-project).   
 
Not only will this project help the threatened anadromous fish but will also help reintroduce other native fish species to Big 
Chico Creek in Upper Bidwell Park and particularly to the BCCER and other locations upstream.   See Attachment A for 
more information about the proposed project. 
 
CalTrout is pursuing grant funding for this project and recently identified a potential Federal funding opportunity that could 
provide funding for the design, environmental review, permitting, and construction of the project.  If approved for funding, 
robust public outreach and engagement process will be implemented.  Opportunities for additional BPPC and public input 
will also be available during the environmental review process. The implementation and construction of the project is 
estimated to take 3-to-4-years. Lastly, the draft and final designs of the project will be brought before the BPPC and City 
Council for review.   
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A:  Project Description 
 

https://caltrout.org/videos/eagle-canyon-battle-creek-fish-passage-project


   
Project Name: Iron Canyon Fish Passage Project, Big Chico Creek  

Readiness to proceed: Ready for design and implementation. Implementation to be completed in 2026.  

What will this project do? Steelhead and spring-run Chinook Salmon migrations in Big Chico Creek are 
currently blocked at Iron Canyon and fish are unable to access critical upstream holding, spawning and 
rearing habitats. A fishway was constructed at Iron Canyon in the 1950’s providing access for anadromous 
fish to roughly 7 miles of mainstem habitats. Unfortunately, the fishway is now damaged, unmaintained 
and is creating a complete barrier to upstream migration. Through this project we will restore access for 
these anadromous fishes to the entirety of their historical distribution in Big Chico Creek.  
 
The Iron Canyon Fish Passage Project will result in unimpeded fish passage beyond Iron Canyon in Big 
Chico Creek. Steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon will be returned to their historical habitats, 
leading to improved viability for these struggling populations. We plan to restore fish passage by 
reconfiguring the river channel to mimic a natural channel form that is completely passable at a range of 
streamflows. A similar fish passage project was led by CalTrout and completed in 2021 in a neighboring 
drainage, providing a successful model for this project  (see https://caltrout.org/videos/eagle-canyon-
battle-creek-fish-passage-project). Unlike the original Iron Canyon Fishway, this approach does not 
require maintenance and is robust to sediment transport and high flow events.  

Why is this project important? Steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon are both listed as Threatened 
on the Endangered Species Act and action is needed to conserve their populations. In NOAA’s Recovery 
Plan, Chinook Salmon are listed as a high extinction risk in Big Chico Creek. Further restoring passage at 
Iron Canyon is listed as one of the top high priority actions to improve their status in the drainage (NOAA 
Level 1 project rank). This project will also bring clear and measurable benefits to steelhead by expanding 
their habitat and proving additional population resilience to a range of water year types, temperature 
regimes and future conditions expected under climate change.  

The benefit of this project includes cultural, social and educational aspects. Iron Canyon is in Upper 
Bidwell Park, a popular destination to enjoy the natural environment near the City of Chico. The habitat 
benefits of this project extend from Bidwell Park onto the Big Chico Ecological Preserve a Chico State 
University facility. The Big Chico Ecological Preserve was originally established, in part, to protect 
steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon. The preserve protects critical habitat and provides natural 
areas for environmental research and education including nearly 8,000 acres surrounding Big Chico 
Creek. Bidwell Park and Big Chico Ecological Preserve protect the creek from urban development. The 
project area is completely within the historical territory of the Mechoopda Tribe with hunting blinds and 
other cultural sites lining this section of the creek. The City of Chico, Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve, 
and the Mechoopda Tribe are all supporters and primary partners in this passage project  

What benefits will the project provide? A primary benefit will be the return of steelhead and spring-run 
Chinook salmon to a substantial part of their historical range within Big Chico Creek. By resolving this 
barrier we expect 4.5 miles of additional anadromous habitat. These habitats include deep pools that are 
thermally stratified in the summer months and provide critical cold-water refuge. These cold-water 
habitats are critical for the survival of spring-run that migrate into rivers during spring months and hold 
through the summertime before spawning in the fall.  

CALIFORNIA TROUT 

i 
FISH·WATER·PEOPLE 

https://caltrout.org/videos/eagle-canyon-battle-creek-fish-passage-project
https://caltrout.org/videos/eagle-canyon-battle-creek-fish-passage-project


   

Cold-water summer-time habitats in Big Chico Creek during the drought of 2021. This section of creek is 
along the Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve and would become accessible to anadromous fish after 
this project is completed.  

Stakeholders gather creek-side to discuss the importance of this project in Fall of 2021. Partners in this 
project include the City of Chico, Big Chico Ecological Reserve, Mechoopda Tribe, California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish and Wildlife Service and more. 

CALIFORNIA TROUT 
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PROPOSED 2022 BIDWELL PARK & PLAYGROUND COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE – LAST MONDAY AT 6:00 PM 

___ Suggested Alternate Dates due to Memorial Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays 
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 2/28/22 
 
 

DATE: 2/22/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

1. Updates  
 

a. CalFire Fuels Reduction Grant Application – The Park & Natural Resources Manager is cooperating with the Big 
Chico Creek Ecological Reserve (BCCER) and the Butte County Resource Conservation District (BCRCD) in 
submitting an application for a CalFire Fire Prevention grant application to include prescribed burning in the 
Bidwell Park burn units identified in the Upper Bidwell Park Plan Burn Plan and vegetation thinning in the 
Bulldozer Lines and 10-Mile House Road areas on the south side of Upper Bidwell Park as identified in the City’s 
Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP).  

 
b. Verbena Fields Cultural Burn – Cultural and prescribed burns in Verbena Fields located at 1st and Verbena 

Avenues were identified as an implementation project in the City’s Vegetative Fuels Management Plan.  Under 
the direction of Ali-Meders Knight members of the Mechoopda Tribe of Chico Ranchero Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge (TEK) team have been doing a lot of work to restore the native vegetation in Verbena Fields.  To 
further help control invasive plants and to promote native grass growth, the group will be conducting a low-
complexity “microburn”. They will be burning several patches of deergrass, leaf litter and brush piles in small 
areas (800 sq ft0 at a time. (please see attached Burn Plan and Map). In addition to the Mechoopda TEK 
firefighters, members of the BCCER fire team will be assisting and will have their small fire engine present just in 
case.  The group plans to burn on Friday March 4, 2022, depending on the weather and if there are optimum fire 
conditions. 

 
c. Lindo Channel Defensible Space FEMA Grant- Representatives from FEMA. their consultant and a member of 

the Mechoopda Tribe conducted a Cultural Survey of the Lindo Channel grant project area, which is from 
Manzanita Ave to Hwy 99.  This was one of the last steps to complete the Federal NEPA environmental review 
process, which is hopefully an indication they will be approving the final grant funding soon. 

 
2. Maintenance Program 

 
a. Routine Maintenance: Clean Bathrooms as needed, blow leaves off bike paths, remove graffiti, replaced split rail 

as needed, open gates as needed  
 
b. Lower Park:  One-Mile Reservation Area: removed and replaced two concrete slabs and ordered 13 replacement 

tables that were crushed in the October storm.  Repaired door in women’s bathroom on north side One Mile.  
Caper acres: Filled large pothole in the parking lot, installed 14 dedication bricks inside the entrance, repaired the 
crusher dust foot path in two spots inside the playground. 

 
c. Middle Park: Repaired damaged trash cans, cleaned picnic sites, cleared leaves off bike paths, blew off picnic 

sites and parking areas, cleaned silt and sand off horse/pedestrian underpass at Manzanita Ave.  Cleared 
numerous trees/limbs off foot path along Big Chico Creek. Removed down branches blocking Peterson Dr.  

 
d. Upper Park:  Rebuilt ADA path at Lot E with 8 tons of crusher rock, replaced an excessive amount of split rail 

fencing at Lot E damaged by vehicles, reset a trail marker on Middle Trail, cleared trees off Guardian and Annie 
Bidwell Trails.  Fabricated and installed a new sign at Lot F, replaced missing locks on Upper Park Road Diversion 
Dam Gate.  

 
e. Greenways: Rebuilt fence on two greenway areas on Humboldt Road to keep vehicles out. 

 

• CITY 0•CHICO 
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f.  Upcoming projects: Repair the top entrance of the large slide on the Birdcage structure in Caper Acres. Install 

new crusher dust surface and new tables at the One Mile Reservation Area that were damaged in the storm in 
October 2021.  Inspect and repair irrigation systems throughout Bidwell Park.  Install new ladders in Sycamore 
Pool.  Finish installing new metal Upper Park swimming hole signs donated by Explore Butte County.  Repair 
damaged or downed wire fencing around the various locations around the perimeter of Lower Bidwell Park. 
 

3. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs  
 

a. Ranger Program – Non-Sworn Ranger Brett Gladson has completed his training and is now working Thursday 
through Sunday from 6:30 to 4:30 p.m.  Senior Sworn Ranger Dylan Bradford continues to work closely with the 
Police Department Target Team Monday through Thursday from 6:30 to 4:30 p.m.  Sworn Ranger recruit Joel 
Holmes continued his police academy training, which will conclude in June 2022.  Recruitment for a 3rd Sworn 
Ranger recruit is in process. 

 
4. Volunteer and Donor Program 

 
a. Chico Youth Rugby – Over 25 parent and youth volunteers from Chico Youth Rugby removed approximately 60 

cubic yards of non-native, invasive vegetation from the South 1 Mile Area north of Sycamore Field. 
 
b. Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway (FOCCG) – FOCCG continue to contribute an impressive amount of 

volunteer cleanup work on the south side of Comanche Creek despite the unhoused encampments in the area. 
The FOCCG clean ups remove on average 20 cubic yards of discarded debris each week. 

 
c. Chico Velo - Trailworks – Trailworks volunteers have been working closely with the Parks Division to perform 

much needed repairss on several trails on the north and south side of Upper Bidwell Park. As conditions and 
weather allows, volunteer work sessions for the season will continue through the Spring 2022. 

 
d. PALS Flash Hike – PALS hosted a flash history hike in Upper Park that was led by Dave Nopel.  Sixteen PALS 

volunteers and friends attended the hike. There was so much interest, the hike lasted four hours.  
 

e.  2nd Annual Chico Spring Clean – Planning for the second Chico Spring Clean event approved by the City Council  
this year is underway. The event will be held on Saturday, April 30th from 9 am to noon. Details on how to 
participate will be coming soon. 

 
f. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities –To learn out about upcoming volunteer events please CLICK HERE or visit 

https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar   
 

g. Donations – Donations that were received by the Parks Division included the continued monthly $250 donation 
from Peter Washington in December and $100 in Caper Acres brick donations. A $500.00 donation was received 
from Arlynne Hazel in January. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
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MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 

 
Table 1.  Monthly Volunteer Hours 

 

Parks, Trees and Greenways -PALS-  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, Dec. 21 and Jan. 22

Date Location Partner/Agency # of Volunteers  Hrs. Worked

# of Vols Xs 
Hrs. = Total 

Hrs. Task Leader

Various
Chico Parks and 

Greenways PALS 105 N/A 1926 Park Ambassadors Shane Romain
12/3/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/3/2021 Lower Park CAVE 12 3 36 Veg. Mgmt. Kevin Seeger
12/4/2021 Lower Park PALS Ivy League 7 3 21 Veg. Mgmt. Linda Calbreath
12/4/2021 B and Middle trails Velo Trailworks 15 3 45 Trail Maint. Steven Clipperton
12/10/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 3 9 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/10/2021 Sycamore Creek PALS 2 3 6 General Cleanup Shane Romain
12/11/2021 Upper Trail Velo Trailworks 8 3 24 Trail Maint. Mike Matiasek
12/17/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/20/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 5.5 16.5 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/27/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 4 12 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

1/3/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 3 12 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/5/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 2 2.5 5 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/7/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 3 9 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/7/2022 Verbena Fields TEK 9 3 24 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/8/2021 Lower Park Chico Rugby 27 3 81 Veg. Mgmt. Shane Romain

1/10/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/14/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4.5 18 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/14/2022 Verbena Fields TEK 12 3 36 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/15/2022 Lower Park PALS Ivy League 7 3 21 Veg. Mgmt. Linda Calbreath
1/16/2022 Upper Trail Velo Trailworks 14 3 42 Trail Maint. Mike Matiasek
1/17/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 4 12 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/21/2022 Verbena Fields TEK 17 3 51 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/21/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/23/2022 B Trail Velo Trailworks 17 3 51 Trail Maint. Steven Clipperton
1/21/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 4 12 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/27/2022 Guardian Trail Velo Trailworks 2 5 10 Trail Maint. Thad Walker
1/28/2022 Verbena Fields TEK 11 3 33 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/21/2022 Comanche Creek FOCCG 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

TOTAL HRS. 2592.5
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Table 2.  Monthly Parks and Greenways Cleanups 

 
 

Table 3.  Monthly Public Permits 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Encampment Debris Cleanups,  Dec 21 and Jan 22

Date Location Coop. Org. # of Staff

# 
Workers/

Vols.
Total 

People
Hours 

Worked
People Xs 

Hours Total
Total Debris 
(cubic yards)

12/1/2021 N LP E of 99 AFWD 2 2 4 4 6 5
12/1/2021 Card Center AFWD 2 2 4 0.5 2 2

12/1/2021 Site 2 AFWD 2 2 4 0.5 2 1
12/1/2021 Lindo at 99 2 2 1 2 2
12/1/2021 Windchime 2 2 1.5 3 4
12/2/2021 Manzanita Ct 3 3 1.5 4.5 4
12/8/2021 Rio Lindo BP 2 2 2 4 5
12/8/2021 W Lindo 2 2 0.5 2 2
12/9/2021 Windchime 2 2 0.5 2 1
12/9/2021 E 10th Bartlett 2 2 2.5 5 3
12/9/2021 Lindo at Holly 2 2 1 2 2
12/10/2021 Sycamore Channel 2 2 4.5 9 10
12/16/2021 Sycamore Channel 2 2 3.5 7 8
12/17/2021 Lindo at Longfellow 2 2 2.5 5 4
12/21/2021 Lost Park 4 4 7 28 10
12/23/2021 Lindo at North 2 2 3.5 7 10

1/6/2022 East of AG tunnel 2 2 1.5 3 3
1/26/2022 Pine and Cypress 2 2 1 2 4
1/26/2022 Coucil Chambers 3 3 0.5 1.5 3

TOTAL HRS

TOTAL 
DEBRIS 
YARDS

97 83

Date Location Organization Event Participant #
12/05/21 City Plaza Chabad Jewish Annual Menorah Lighting 50
12/11/21 One Mile Salvation Army Santa Shuffle 5K 500
Totals 550

Monthly Public Permits - December

Date Location Organization Event Participant #
01/01/22 One Mile Chico Running Club New Year's Day 5K 50
01/22/22 Five Mile West Under the Sun Events Frost or Fog Run 200
Totals 250

Monthly Public Permits - January

I 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Figure 1:  PALS Upper Park Hike 

 
Figure 2:  PALS Ivy League Continued Dedication 

 
Figure 3:  CCC trail repair with Chico Velo  

 
Figure 4:  Chico Velo Trailworks Volunteers 

 
Figure 5:  Chico Youth Rugby Volunteers 

 
Figure 6:  1- Mile Picnic Area cement pad install 

 



Prescribed Fire Plan for Verbena Fields Cultural Burning
Date: 12/13/21 revised: 12/20/21

Author of Plan: Mechoopda TEK with assistance from Butte PBA
members

Agency Having Jurisdiction (AHJ): City of Chico/Mechoopda
Tribe of Chico Rancheria.

Location Description: Park on floodplain
consisting of grass meadows, oak woodlands,
and riparian corridor in restoration process.

Latitude: 39.753 Longitude: -121.818

Unit Size: Parcel is 13.38 acres, burns will occur on areas of 800
square feet at a time.

Fuel Type: Grass and Timber Litter

Paths and deer trails help create unit boundaries.

Goals and Objectives: Low-complexity ‘microburns’ to manage cultural resources and control invasive plants. Winter
burning of selective patches of Deergrass and leaf litter.

Pre-burn Considerations: Fuels have been treated with goat grazing. Oak trees have been thinned and limbed with little to no
ladder fuels. Slash has been piled away from trees. Water is available on site and bladder pumps can be used for fire suppression
and wet-lining to prevent fire spread. Verbena Fields is accessible from East First Avenue and the interior is accessible by ATV/golf
cart on paved path. Additionally, all units can be accessed by foot.

Plan to Protect Values at Risk: Little risk posed by low complexity prescribed fire and cultural burning. Mechoopda TEK crew
members with NWCG FFT2 qualifications should be on site during prescribed burns. Tribal members with training as Cultural
Monitors should be present. At least two Mechoopda TEK qualified firefighters with experience in cultural burning should be present
during firing, holding, and mop-up. “Unqualified” individuals may be utilized for firing under supervision. Objectives of low-complexity
‘microburns’ or pile burning to manage cultural resources and control invasive plants can be achieved with available local resources.
Firefighters and Cultural Monitors can protect community and cultural property and values. Minimize ground disturbance and use of
fossil fuels such as diesel/gasoline mix drip torches. Care will be taken to avoid burning infrastructure such as irrigation lines. Some
mop-up may be required, with adequate methods such as backpack pumps and hand tools. Hoses or buckets of water may be
utilized for mopping up pile burns but shouldn’t be necessary for low complexity cultural burning.

Burn Prescription: Describes the desired weather conditions for burning. For low-complexity micro-burns not taking place
in the declared fire season, we will burn only areas with natural or man-made fuel breaks, not to exceed 800 square feet at
a time. We will consider not burning if the temperature is over 70 degrees or wind  gusts are over 10 miles per hour. These
parameters can be adjusted through adaptive management. Any areas which will be burned in the declared fire season should
have a prescription developed by an experienced burner that includes a range of acceptable 1 and 10 hour fuel moisture levels,
relative humidities, temperatures, and probabilities of ignition. As a general rule, the probability of ignition should not exceed 70%
without written justification (and mitigations) by an experienced person.

Smoke Management Plan for All Burns: Unless an exemption (e.g. for very small cultural burn demonstrations) is
negotiated at least a week in advance with BCAQMD, all prescribed burns on Chico parklands will have a Smoke Management
Plan (SMP) developed for them and approved by BCAQMD before implementation. As part of burn planning, park managers and/or
burn implementers will coordinate prescribed burns with BCAQMD staff in order to choose the optimal conditions with which to burn
in order to generate minimal smoke impacts to the community. (note: smoke may have fumigation benefits and cultural significance
based on Traditional Ecological Knowledge.)



LEGEND
Burn Unit

Selective Burns 
(individual deergrasses within unit)
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BPPC Tree Division Report Meeting Date 2/28/22 
 
 

DATE: 02/28/22 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Tree Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

1. Updates 
 

a. Tree City USA – The Arbor Day Foundation recognized City of Chico as a Tree City USA for the 38th year in a row.  
The Growth Award was also awarded for the 5th consecutive year. 

 
b. Intern - CSU Student Macguire Buss started a seasonal position as an Urban Forest Coordinator. Macguire will be 

based at the office of the non-profit partner The Butte Environmental Council. 
 

c. Service requests - In December/January 74 calls for tree service were received. In 2021 the total number of tree 
calls was 1211. Over 1000 have been closed out. 
 

d. Recruitment – Tree Division took part in interviewing candidates for hourly Maintenance Aide positions. An offer 
has been made to a candidate for the tree watering position. 

 
2. Planning/Monitoring 

 
a. Damage Reports - Five damage reports were sent to Risk management in December and January. Claims related 

to damage to property resulting from falling limbs and trees. 
 

3. Planning and Building Development 
 

a. UFM reviewed many landscape development plans submitted to the City. Landscape comments included species 
choices in new landscape, Tree Preservation plans of trees to remain, unauthorized tree removals, landscape 
installation techniques and species choices. 
 

b. Public Works has been working with a developer on Tree Preservation measures to protect a large Valley oak tree 
at a development site on Forest/Humboldt. The developer had received permission from the City to remove the 
tree but subsequently decided to attempt to preserve the tree. The City agreed to accept payment of a bond that 
is equivalent to the mitigation fee that would have been payable if the tree had been removed. The bond will be 
returned if the tree is still viable after 5 years.  

 
4. Miscellaneous 

 
a. Urban Forest Revitalization Program – CalFire approved a 1-year extension to the current grant program. The new 

completion date is now March 2023. This will allow more time to complete the Urban Forest Master Plan.  
 

b. Public Works continues to accept citizen requests for new shade trees ahead of the next community tree planting 
event April 9, 2022. Residents wishing to receive a new shade tree should contact Butte Environmental Council 
email: urbanforest@becnet.org or call (530) 891 6424 

 
c. From Seed to Shade- Chico's Next Generation Urban Forest: - City of Chico was awarded a grant to plant 1000 

trees. The grant award was $604,681. Funds will be used to pay for a full-time 3-year term Maintenance Worker 
that will focus on tree watering and maintenance of new trees. Capital items such as a dedicated vehicle and water 
trailer as well as tree stock and supplies will also be funded. This is an exciting new project that will provide 500 
shade trees in the public right-of way and 500 residential trees including 300 backyard fruit trees. Several 
partnerships are being developed including Enloe Medical Foundation as well as various non-profit and contractual 
partners. 

' c::=========1 CITY 0• CHICO 
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5. Maintenance 
 

a. Storm Cleanup – Tree Division staff and contractors continued cleanup of storm damaged trees over the winter 
months. Trees and fallen limbs were removed at various locations including 5-mile diversion dam, Bidwell park on 
South Park Drive. See photos below, 

 
b. Airport Landscape Maintenance - In December at the request of FAA, Tree Division assisted airport staff to clear 

tree growth that was impacting runway infrastructure. 
 

c. Bike path project - Tree Division assisted Public Works Engineering with landscape work on the airport bike path at 
Burnap ave. The work enabled Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) to function correctly for traffic safety. 

 
d. Chico Nature Center – At the request of CARD staff, several trees were pruned around the buildings. See Figure 2 

 
6. Outreach, Training and Education 

 
a. ISA International Virtual Conference – UFM co-presented an Urban Forestry session to over 1000 attendees. The 

subject was titled “Inclusive Community Engagement in Urban Forestry: Beyond the Online Survey” 
 

b. Plant Appraisal Workshop – UFM attended a workshop that covered updated techniques to derive a value for 
landscape elements. This is useful for determining valuations when landscape is damaged or destroyed and fines 
and penalties are payable per CMC 16.66 

 
c. Pruning Workshop – Staff attended a refresher workshop on pruning techniques. 

 
d. Compost BMP – UFM attended a two-day online workshop hosted by CalRecycle and Caltrans on compost use in 

the landscape. 
 

e. Pesticide Training – Tree Division staff attended annual pesticide training, hosted by Public Works Landscape 
Inspector 

 
f. Tree Donation - Public Works donated two specimen Heritage oak trees that were planted in-front of the newly 

refurbished Bethel church on Linden/E 9th St. 
 

MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
Table 1 December Staff hours 

 
 
Table 2 January Staff hours 

 

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
Tree Crew Hours

1. Safety 95 13.0% 128.4%
2. Tree Work 453 61.8% 161.2%
3. Special Projects 93 12.7% 36.3%
4. Admin Time/Other 92 12.6% 184.0%

Monthly Totals 733 100.0% 110.9%

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
Tree Crew Hours

1. Safety 125.5 18.7% #N/A
2. Tree Work 386 57.6% #N/A
3. Special Projects 117.5 17.5% #N/A
4. Admin Time/Other 41 6.1% #N/A

Monthly Totals 670 100.0% #N/A
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Table 3 December Staff productivity 
 

 
 

Table 4 January Staff Productivity 
 

     
  
 
7. Upcoming Items: 

 
a. State Champion - The Sweetgum at Children's playground scores 293 points. The previous Champion tree in the 

grounds of the Capitol Building in Sacramento scored 289 points. Once verified, Chico will be host to the largest 
Sweetgum tree in California. 

 
b. A program of landscape rehabilitation work is being scheduled for the central median on Cal Park Drive. Work will 

include removal of dead and dying trees as well as new irrigation, trees, and plants. Tree removal work is 
anticipated to start shortly. 

 

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 87 110.1%
Service Requests: Submitted 0 -
Service Requests: Completed 55 53.9%
Sub Total 0 -

Trees
Planted: Trees 0 -
Pruned 56 51.4%
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -
Removed: Stumps 0 -
Removed: Trees 9 225.0%
Sub Total 65 57.5%

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 78 #N/A
Service Requests: Submitted 0 #N/A
Service Requests: Completed 47 #N/A
Sub Total 0 #N/A

Trees
Planted: Trees 0 #N/A
Pruned 131 #N/A
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 #N/A
Removed: Stumps 0 #N/A
Removed: Trees 23 #N/A
Sub Total 154 #N/A
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 Cedar trees in the Chico Nature Center facility 
were pruned to reduce weight of branches growing over 
the building 

 
 

Figure 2 Public Works Staff on emergency call out 
with PD assistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3 Emergency contractor work on South Park Drive 
after October storm 

 

Figure 4 Tree preservation of 50” dbh  Valley oak 
tree on development site. Forest/Humboldt 

 



.
ATTENTION: This message originated from outside City of Chico. Please exercise judgment before opening

attachments, clicking on links, or replying. Please report any suspicious emails with the Phishing Alert Button in
Outlook or forward the email to phishing@chicoca.gov

.

From: Old River Road
To: Linda Herman
Subject: BPPC agenda request
Date: Sunday, February 20, 2022 2:46:03 PM

 

Hi Linda:

I would like to place the following on the Agenda:

I would like the Commission to discuss allowing the downtown city plaza stage to be free for
people who would like to play acoustic music.  Permit would be free, they can sign a liability
waiver, etc.  Of course, if City Plaza reserved, this would not be available. 

This would accomplish two (2) goals that I can think of right now.  One, it would create a nice
activity for downtown where artists can set up and play.  (tip jars allowed) and two, it would
be an alternative to groups/individuals that set up in the Bidwell Park area and break the noise
ordinances and disturb others peace.  

This happens frequently in the Park  A recent example is Sunday, February 20, when an
instructor had a drum class in the middle of Sycamore Field that could be heard all the way to
the One Mile Swimming Area, let alone the residences south of the field.

Please confirm receipt.

Thank you,

Jeff

_______________________________
Jeffrey Glatz
1095 Woodland Ave
Chico, CA 95928
323.353.1950 Mobile

I I 

mailto:oldriverroad@earthlink.net
mailto:linda.herman@Chicoca.gov


. ATTENTION: This message originated from outside City of Chico. Please exercise judgment before opening attachments, clicking on links, or replying. Please report any suspicious emails with the Phishing Alert Button in Outlook or forward the email to
phishing@chicoca.gov .

From: Old River Road
To: Linda Herman
Subject: another agenda item
Date: Thursday, February 24, 2022 1:21:40 PM

 

Hi Linda:

If no one else is requesting any additional agenda items, I would like to request allowing a “mobile coffee shop” to set up at the Sycamore Pool area in the mornings.  Discussion would involve whether a fee is charged, a
few tables would need to be supplied as part of deal, giving up a couple parking spaces for this, etc.

Something like the attached.  Attractive, cute, a value-ad for the Park.

Please confirm receipt.

Thank you,

Jeff

_______________________________
Jeffrey Glatz
1095 Woodland Ave
Chico, CA 95928
323.353.1950 Mobile

mailto:oldriverroad@earthlink.net
mailto:linda.herman@Chicoca.gov

	_BPPC_Agenda_22_0228
	1. Regular Commission Meeting
	1.1. Call to Order
	1.2. Roll Call
	1.3. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair- Linda Herman, Parks and Natural Resources Manager

	2. Consent Agenda
	2.1.     APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
	Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 12/14/21.
	2.2. PERMIT TO HOLD A SHAKESPEARN PERFORMANCE IN CEDAR GROVE MEADOW FROM JUNE 1. 2022 TO JUNE 11, 2022
	Erin Hurst from Legacy Stage (applicant), requests to hold a Shakespearean performance in the Cedar Grove Meadow four evenings a week on Thursday through Sunday, starting on June 1, 2022 to June 11, 2022.  The reservation request is from 6:00 p.m. to ...

	3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – if any
	4. Noticed Public Hearings
	4.2. CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL AT 680 CAMELLIA WAY.

	5. Regular Agenda
	5.1. UPDATE REGARDING CSU, CHICO’S NEW BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BUILDING AND NEED FOR AN OPEN SPACE EASEMENT ON A PORTION OF CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND.
	The BPPC will receive an update from Staff on the University’s plans to demolish their existing Physical Sciences Building that is located adjacent to Children’s Playground and to build a new Behavior and Social Sciences Building.  Due to State Fire r...
	5.2. UPDATE ON A PROPOSAL TO RESTORE NATIVE FISH PASSAGE ON BIG CHICO CREEK AT THE IRON CANYON FISH LADDER IN UPPER BIDWELL PARK
	The Bidwell Park & Playground Commission will receive an update on renewed interest in restoring the Iron Canyon Fish Ladder in Upper Bidwell Park to allow fish passage, such as spring run Chinook salmon, steelhead, and other native species, to acc...
	5.3. APPROVAL OF THE 2022 BPPC MEETING CALENDAR

	6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
	7. Reports AND COMMUNICATIONS
	7.1. Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager.
	7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager.

	8. Commissioner requests
	8.1. By email dated 2/21/22, Commissioner Glatz requests to agendize discussion regarding allowing free permits to play acoustic music in the downtown City Plaza.
	8.2. By email dated 2/24/22, Commissioner Glatz requests to agendize whether to allow a mobile coffee shop to set up at Sycamore Pool in the mornings.

	9. Adjournment

	2.1_BPPC_Minutes_21_1213
	2.2 PERMIT FOR FROST OR FOG 5K, 1/4 MARATHON AND 10 MILE RACE IN MIDDLE AND UPPER PARK ON 1/22/2022.
	Under the Sun Events requests a permit to host the Frost or Fog race on Saturday, January 22, 2022 that starts and ends at the Five Mile Recreation Area and extends into Middle and Upper Park.  This is the 10th year for this event.
	Action: Conditional approval of the permit
	2.2 PERMIT FOR FROST OR FOG 5K, 1/4 MARATHON AND 10 MILE RACE IN MIDDLE AND UPPER PARK ON 1/22/2022.
	Under the Sun Events requested a permit to host the Frost or Fog race on Saturday, January 22, 2022 that starts and ends at the Five Mile Recreation Area and extends into Middle and Upper Park.  This is the 10th year for this event.
	Action: Conditional approval of the permit

	2.2_BPPC_Legacy_Performance_rpt
	REPORT IN BRIEF:
	Event Details
	Conditions
	Attachments:  Two Application and Permit for Park Use

	2.2a_Legacy Rehearsals
	2.2b_ Legacy Performances App
	4.1_5 London Ct tree removal APPEAL
	CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL PERMIT FOR 5 LONDON CT

	4.1a_London ct appeal Attachment_A
	4.2_Newton-Bracewell tree removal APPEAL
	CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL FOR 680 CAMELLIA WAY

	5.1__CSUC Easement report_22_0219 (002) edited version
	UPDATE REGARDING CSU, CHICO’S NEW BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BUILDING AND NEED FOR AN OPEN SPACE EASEMENT ON A PORTION OF CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND.

	5.1a_CSUC Esmt2 PLAT3 edited highlighted
	5.1b_Children's Park PHSC Building Demo Plan
	5.2_Iron Canyon Report_22_0228
	UPDATE ON A PROPOSAL TO RESTORE NATIVE FISH PASSAGE ON BIG CHICO CREEK AT THE IRON CANYON FISH LADDER IN UPPER BIDWELL PARK

	5.2a_BigChicoCreek1pager_CalTrout (002)
	What will this project do? Steelhead and spring-run Chinook Salmon migrations in Big Chico Creek are currently blocked at Iron Canyon and fish are unable to access critical upstream holding, spawning and rearing habitats. A fishway was constructed at ...
	The Iron Canyon Fish Passage Project will result in unimpeded fish passage beyond Iron Canyon in Big Chico Creek. Steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon will be returned to their historical habitats, leading to improved viability for these strugglin...
	Why is this project important? Steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon are both listed as Threatened on the Endangered Species Act and action is needed to conserve their populations. In NOAA’s Recovery Plan, Chinook Salmon are listed as a high extinct...
	The benefit of this project includes cultural, social and educational aspects. Iron Canyon is in Upper Bidwell Park, a popular destination to enjoy the natural environment near the City of Chico. The habitat benefits of this project extend from Bidwel...
	What benefits will the project provide? A primary benefit will be the return of steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon to a substantial part of their historical range within Big Chico Creek. By resolving this barrier we expect 4.5 miles of additional...
	Cold-water summer-time habitats in Big Chico Creek during the drought of 2021. This section of creek is along the Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve and would become accessible to anadromous fish after this project is completed.
	Stakeholders gather creek-side to discuss the importance of this project in Fall of 2021. Partners in this project include the City of Chico, Big Chico Ecological Reserve, Mechoopda Tribe, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish and Wildli...

	5.3_Proposed 2022 Mtg Schedule
	7.1_BPPC_Park_Division_Report_22_0228
	1. Updates
	a. CalFire Fuels Reduction Grant Application – The Park & Natural Resources Manager is cooperating with the Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve (BCCER) and the Butte County Resource Conservation District (BCRCD) in submitting an application for a CalFi...
	b. Verbena Fields Cultural Burn – Cultural and prescribed burns in Verbena Fields located at 1st and Verbena Avenues were identified as an implementation project in the City’s Vegetative Fuels Management Plan.  Under the direction of Ali-Meders Knight...
	c. Lindo Channel Defensible Space FEMA Grant- Representatives from FEMA. their consultant and a member of the Mechoopda Tribe conducted a Cultural Survey of the Lindo Channel grant project area, which is from Manzanita Ave to Hwy 99.  This was one of ...

	2. Maintenance Program
	a. Routine Maintenance: Clean Bathrooms as needed, blow leaves off bike paths, remove graffiti, replaced split rail as needed, open gates as needed
	b. Lower Park:  One-Mile Reservation Area: removed and replaced two concrete slabs and ordered 13 replacement tables that were crushed in the October storm.  Repaired door in women’s bathroom on north side One Mile.  Caper acres: Filled large pothole ...
	c. Middle Park: Repaired damaged trash cans, cleaned picnic sites, cleared leaves off bike paths, blew off picnic sites and parking areas, cleaned silt and sand off horse/pedestrian underpass at Manzanita Ave.  Cleared numerous trees/limbs off foot pa...
	d. Upper Park:  Rebuilt ADA path at Lot E with 8 tons of crusher rock, replaced an excessive amount of split rail fencing at Lot E damaged by vehicles, reset a trail marker on Middle Trail, cleared trees off Guardian and Annie Bidwell Trails.  Fabrica...
	e. Greenways: Rebuilt fence on two greenway areas on Humboldt Road to keep vehicles out.

	3. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs
	a. Ranger Program – Non-Sworn Ranger Brett Gladson has completed his training and is now working Thursday through Sunday from 6:30 to 4:30 p.m.  Senior Sworn Ranger Dylan Bradford continues to work closely with the Police Department Target Team Monday...

	4. Volunteer and Donor Program
	a. Chico Youth Rugby – Over 25 parent and youth volunteers from Chico Youth Rugby removed approximately 60 cubic yards of non-native, invasive vegetation from the South 1 Mile Area north of Sycamore Field.
	b. Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway (FOCCG) – FOCCG continue to contribute an impressive amount of volunteer cleanup work on the south side of Comanche Creek despite the unhoused encampments in the area. The FOCCG clean ups remove on average 20 cubi...
	c. Chico Velo - Trailworks – Trailworks volunteers have been working closely with the Parks Division to perform much needed repairss on several trails on the north and south side of Upper Bidwell Park. As conditions and weather allows, volunteer work ...
	d. PALS Flash Hike – PALS hosted a flash history hike in Upper Park that was led by Dave Nopel.  Sixteen PALS volunteers and friends attended the hike. There was so much interest, the hike lasted four hours.
	e.  2nd Annual Chico Spring Clean – Planning for the second Chico Spring Clean event approved by the City Council  this year is underway. The event will be held on Saturday, April 30th from 9 am to noon. Details on how to participate will be coming soon.
	f. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities –To learn out about upcoming volunteer events please CLICK HERE or visit https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
	g. Donations – Donations that were received by the Parks Division included the continued monthly $250 donation from Peter Washington in December and $100 in Caper Acres brick donations. A $500.00 donation was received from Arlynne Hazel in January.
	Table   Monthly Volunteer Hours
	Table   Monthly Parks and Greenways Cleanups
	Table   Monthly Public Permits



	7.1a_Verbena Burn Plan-Map
	Verbena Fields Burn Map.pdf
	Slide Number 1


	7.2_BPPC_Tree_Division_Report_02_2822
	1. Updates
	a. Tree City USA – The Arbor Day Foundation recognized City of Chico as a Tree City USA for the 38th year in a row.  The Growth Award was also awarded for the 5th consecutive year.
	b. Intern - CSU Student Macguire Buss started a seasonal position as an Urban Forest Coordinator. Macguire will be based at the office of the non-profit partner The Butte Environmental Council.
	c. Service requests - In December/January 74 calls for tree service were received. In 2021 the total number of tree calls was 1211. Over 1000 have been closed out.
	d. Recruitment – Tree Division took part in interviewing candidates for hourly Maintenance Aide positions. An offer has been made to a candidate for the tree watering position.

	2. Planning/Monitoring
	a. Damage Reports - Five damage reports were sent to Risk management in December and January. Claims related to damage to property resulting from falling limbs and trees.

	3. Planning and Building Development
	4. Miscellaneous
	5. Maintenance
	a. Storm Cleanup – Tree Division staff and contractors continued cleanup of storm damaged trees over the winter months. Trees and fallen limbs were removed at various locations including 5-mile diversion dam, Bidwell park on South Park Drive. See phot...
	b. Airport Landscape Maintenance - In December at the request of FAA, Tree Division assisted airport staff to clear tree growth that was impacting runway infrastructure.
	c. Bike path project - Tree Division assisted Public Works Engineering with landscape work on the airport bike path at Burnap ave. The work enabled Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) to function correctly for traffic safety.
	d. Chico Nature Center – At the request of CARD staff, several trees were pruned around the buildings. See Figure 2

	6. Outreach, Training and Education
	a. ISA International Virtual Conference – UFM co-presented an Urban Forestry session to over 1000 attendees. The subject was titled “Inclusive Community Engagement in Urban Forestry: Beyond the Online Survey”
	b. Plant Appraisal Workshop – UFM attended a workshop that covered updated techniques to derive a value for landscape elements. This is useful for determining valuations when landscape is damaged or destroyed and fines and penalties are payable per CM...
	c. Pruning Workshop – Staff attended a refresher workshop on pruning techniques.
	d. Compost BMP – UFM attended a two-day online workshop hosted by CalRecycle and Caltrans on compost use in the landscape.
	e. Pesticide Training – Tree Division staff attended annual pesticide training, hosted by Public Works Landscape Inspector
	f. Tree Donation - Public Works donated two specimen Heritage oak trees that were planted in-front of the newly refurbished Bethel church on Linden/E 9th St.
	Table 1 December Staff hours
	Table 2 January Staff hours
	Table 3 December Staff productivity
	Table 4 January Staff Productivity


	7. Upcoming Items:
	a. State Champion - The Sweetgum at Children's playground scores 293 points. The previous Champion tree in the grounds of the Capitol Building in Sacramento scored 289 points. Once verified, Chico will be host to the largest Sweetgum tree in California.
	b. A program of landscape rehabilitation work is being scheduled for the central median on Cal Park Drive. Work will include removal of dead and dying trees as well as new irrigation, trees, and plants. Tree removal work is anticipated to start shortly.
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